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Overview 

• The Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation’s Land Use 
Plan is organized into seven parts.

1. Introduction 
2. Development of the Plan 
3. Community Vision and Goals
4. Land Use Designations
5. Land Use and Development Guidelines
6. Monitoring and Review
7. Mapping



Introduction

The NCN Land Use Plan provides guidance to all NCN community members, NCN 
Lands, Environment, and Resources (LER) Department and potential developers 
to related to development and land use

The guidelines will ensure that everyone is treated fairly and to ensure that NCN 
lands are developed responsibly and with consideration for future generations. 

The Lands, Environment, and Resource Department will be the central resource 
for all matters related to the Land Use Plan. 



Development of the Plan 

• Land Use Planning Team:
• NCN’s LER Department 
• Lands Advisory Committee
• Portfolio Councillors for LER, Housing and Infrastructure 
• Seven Feathers Consulting
• Shared Value Solutions

• From September 2020 – December 2020 completed a total of 249 surveys representing 
49% of all households in NCN.

• The Lands Planning Team hosted three community meetings with focus groups:
• October 2020 – Norman Linklater Memorial Multiplex
• June 2021 – Gilbert McDonald Arena Mezzanine
• September 2021 – Norman Linklater Memorial Multiplex



Community Vision and Goals
C O M M U N I T Y  G O AL G O AL  C H AR AC T E R I ST IC S

Goal 1: Governance Structure and Leadership  Governance fundamentals rooted in communication, trust and accountability

 Leadership will be sound, organized and evolving to improve adaptability and responsiveness to NCN community needs

 Governance will be rooted in Othasowewin (Our Constitution) to uphold Kihche’othasowewin (Supreme Law of the Land)

Goal 2: Lands Management  Abide by our Land Code that affirms NCN’s authority to make decisions about how we use our lands

 Respect and incorporate our customary and contemporary land uses that also align with our responsibilities to protect the 
environment

Goal 3: Economic Development  Identify environmentally sustainable economic developments that align with our Strategic Plan to support long-term 
economic stability for our citizens and enhance self-sufficiency

Goal 4: Community Safety and Well-Being  Promote healthy families and communities through collaboration between our community services, integrating education 
and awareness into social programming and ensuring that our citizens are protected and supported

Goal 5: Traditional Knowledge  Continue to embrace our diversity and long cultural history that informs who we are a First Nations People

 Ensure that our actions preserve and celebrate the blessings of the Creator and the teachings passed on by our ancestors 
to ensure we are on the path to Nehetho

Goal 6: Environmental Protection  Establish a strategic Environmental Management Plan (EMP) that incorporates our treaty rights to manage, protect, 
preserve and monitor NCN lands and waters while enhancing and teaching NCN citizens way of life and culture

Goal 7: Community Wellness and Food 
Security

 Enhancing health care programs, facilities and services through greater collaboration within NCN agencies to support the 
well-being of citizens, of all ages

Goal 8: Transparency, Accountability and 
Community Involvement

 Fiscal responsibility implemented at all levels of NCN government 

 Appropriate communication with community members and transparency in decisions



Land Use Designations
D E SI G N AT I O N D E FI N I T I O N E XAM P L E S

Agriculture These areas are where growing food and other plants and raising 
animals or livestock could occur. 

Community gardens, year-round greenhouses, forestry

Public Facilities Areas for facilities that provide important services to our Citizens 
and areas for Nisichawayasi Nehethowuk (our people) to use for 
recreation and cultural activities.

Schools, training centres, land-based camps, policing, health and 
support services/centres, care homes, treatment centres, 
shelters, administrative buildings, recreation centres, parks

Residential Areas for future residential infrastructure as our community 
grows over time and to address current housing shortages to help 
ensure that as our community grows, we will have adequate space 
to house our families while still respecting the environment.

Single-detached housing, semi-detached and town-houses, 
medium- to high-density apartments, home-based businesses, 
parks, playgrounds

Commercial Areas where small and large businesses can be established to 
support our local entrepreneurs, NCN-owned and operated 
businesses and to establish desired external services like banks 
and chain restaurants.

Restaurants, coffee shops, craft stores, gyms, tourist services, 
and other businesses

Industrial Areas that can be used for activities that may interfere with or not 
be compatible with other uses (such as residential) because they 
make noise or produce dust, odours, or emissions.

Temporary construction camps, gravel pits/quarries, 
manufacturing facilities, saw mills, energy production, renewable 
energy facility, recycling facility

Cultural-Ceremonial Areas designated for holding cultural and ceremonial activities. Lodges, Pow Wow arbour, medicine areas, Dancing Circles, 
heritage sites

Cemeteries and Burial 
Sites

Areas designated to protect and preserve existing marked and 
unmarked burial grounds as well as existing graveyards.

Burial grounds, graveyards, repatriated sites

Protected Lands Areas that are important ecological zones and/or protect our 
Citizens’ ability to practice cultural and recreational activities. 

Traditional and cultural activities, medicine and other plant 
harvesting, hunting, trapping, swimming, fishing, camping, 
recreational activities, ATV trail use, pedestrian trail use

Operations Places where activities for maintaining and managing NCN 
infrastructure, vehicles, and public services will occur.

Garage, vehicle compound, NCN infrastructure and maintenance 
support facilities, water treatment plant, recycling facility, 
wastewater treatment plant, solid waste transfer station



Land Use Development Guidelines
1. Cultural and Environmental Guidelines: informed by our Traditional and Natural Laws 

that help guide how we should make decisions about our lands and waters, protect 
cultural and environment

2. Development Guidelines: approving developments and/or buildings on our land, 
including residential developments, support us with planning and approving 
developments in our community in a way that protects the health and wellbeing of 
our Citizens. 

3. Parks, Trails and Active Transportation Guidelines: standards for our parks, trails and 
active transportation routes that will support our goals for building healthy and 
accessible neighbourhoods that secure the safety and well-being of our community. 

4. Infrastructure Guidelines: general processes for managing water, wastewater, 
stormwater/drainage, and transportation. These guidelines were informed by existing 
concerns from Citizens and will aim to support infrastructure that is effective and 
trustworthy to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our Citizens and N’tuskenan (our 
sacred land).



Decision 
Making
• Decision-making matrix is a 

tool for guiding land use 
decisions. 

• The decision-making matrix 
provides us with a process for 
making decisions that aligns 
with our customary laws, 
principles and values.



Monitoring and Review

• This land use plan will be reviewed by the LER Department regularly 
and with frequent consultation with Chief and Council as well as our 
community. 

• We will formally review the NCN Land Use Plan every five years and as 
the plan is implemented, we may extend the duration between each 
review. 



Mapping

• Land Use Designations Map – NCN areas that have been designated 
under one of the land use designations.









Steps for Using the Land Use Plan

If you are an NCN Citizen interested in 
establishing a business and/or 

development, you might follow these steps 
in moving your idea forward:

Step 1 > Consult the Community Goals and 
Vision (Section 3.0) to determine if your 

idea supports these goals

Step 2 > Use the decision-making matrix 
(Section 5.6) to assess the overall impact of 

your proposed business and/or 
development

Step 3 > Read through the land use 
designations (Section 4.0) to identify which 
designation suits your idea, and then look 
at the designations maps (Section 7.0) to 

find where in the community the land use is 
permitted. You should also read the 

Development Guidelines (Section 5.0) that 
apply to your proposed land use, as well as 
the Cultural and Environmental Protection 

Guidelines (Section 5.1) that apply to all 
land uses in the Land Use Plan

Step 4> Connect with the Lands, 
Environment and Resources (LER) 

Department to confirm the availability of 
the area of land that you are interested in 
as well as any concerns and/or questions 
related to the guidelines that are found 

within the Plan

Step 5 > Through the guidance of and 
collaboration with the LER Department, 
follow the steps in the Development and 
Building Approval Guidelines (5.2.1) to 

obtain permission to begin your 
development
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