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NCN Land Guardian Training Program Launches

NCN is excited to announce the launch of the Land Guardian
Program in our community.

The program idea originated as an implementation
measure from the RMB Land Use Planning process under
Article 6, currently in its final stage of completing the Land Use
Plan (LUP). The program, in the design stage, will also seek to
align existing land and resources functions.

“Our new NCN Land Guardian program is a great step
toward conserving our natural resources and managing our
lands our way,” said Councillor Willie Moore, Lands, Environment
and Resources portfolio holder. Willie added, “Plans are in
place to align existing local guardian functions, such as the Trap
program and Country
Foods programs, with

“Our new NCN Land . -
. . environmental monitoring
Guardian programis within the Resource
agreatsteptoward  Management Area
conserving our natural  We our proud to have
resources and managing our trained members
our lands our way,” said ~managing the land”

Building on an existing
model throughout
Canada, Indigenous
Leadership Initiative state the following about the Land
Guardian Program:

"Across Canada, approximately 30 teams of Indigenous
Guardians are working to conserve and manage their lands.
They monitor wildlife, patrol protected areas and reduce
the impacts of climate change. In the process, they honour
their cultural traditions and train the next generation of
leaders. This model is proven to deliver major social and
environmental benefits.. and create transformational change
within communities — change built on cultural pride, expert
knowledge and the expression of nationhood.”

Initial objectives of the Land Guardian program in NCN
are to engage in winter field activities, such as safety cabin and
trail maintenance and grooming, signage, and site visits. NCN
will also begin the program design for the long-term Guardian

Councillor Willie Moore.

[OOO OSSOSO OO OO OOV

Initial objectives of the Land Guardian program in NCN are to engage in winter field activities,
such as safety cabin and trail maintenance and grooming, signage, and site visits.

program including recruitment for 2019/2020, design for
equipment storage, office rental and central location design
and initial and long-term training courses and site visits for
Guardians in the new fiscal year.

Funding was secured in late 2018, through Environment
and Climate Change Canada’s Nature Fund, and Core activities
at the launch of the program include the interim hiring
of coordinator Ed Primrose, and senior Land Guardians/
Guardians, and program logistics including an annual work plan
for 2019/2020.

Some of the NCN Land Guardians program priorities and
activities will include:

B Monitor traditional lands and the land use activities on
territorial land;

B Revitalize Cree Place Names and protection sacred/historic
sites and NCN Lands;

M Observe and report

environmental concerns
in fish, animals, water
and land to promote
responsible management
and restoration of our
lands and water ways;

M Train our own people

in the roles and
responsibilities of Land
Stewardship;

M Reclaiming culture,

traditions and language;

M Implement NCN Land and

Resource related Plans;
Continued on page 15
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From the Chief
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MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES FOR CHIEF
AND COUNCIL TO FOCUS ON

YOU SPOKE AND

WE LISTENED

Recent Pu.inC they relate to the top priorities
identified in the first chart on the

Survey Identifies right

Community BENEFITS OF SELF-

Priorities GOVERNMENT IDENTIFIED

Citizen input from the recent  Self-government is seen by our

NCN Priority Surveys and Citizens as an important way to

discussions at community
meetings last fall helped
shape the priorities for

protect our treaty and aboriginal
rights, provide more services to our
people, increase our self-esteem

WHAT OUR NCN GOVERNMENT

the next 4 years. Chief and as a Nation and begin correcting SHOULD DO FOR CITIZENS
Council will use the feedback historical injustices. Other ideas Pt
from Citizens and strategic were also identified. o
planning to guide the Semces o O G
Nation’s path for the future. YOUR COMMENTS ARE st
IMPORTANT TO US e
TOP PRIORITIES Please let us know your thoughts, improve e yage vt s
IDENTIFIED FOR CHIEF concerns and feedback on these hAnLdin.om?:fily
AND COUNCIL TO and future plans. We hope to szsb::yeedjz
FOCUS ON maintain a government that will adorafranil esouces

Community input indicates
Chief and Council need to
focus on Justice, Safety and
Crime; Housing, Training,
Employment and Business
Opportunities as well as

listen to you and act only in your
best interest.

We are also pleased to now
have our own NCN App available
for Citizens to stay in touch and up
to date on their phones and mobile

Reducing Poverty. devices. We encourage Citizens

to get the APP on Google Play
PRIORITIZATION and the Apple App store to keep
OF LAWS informed.

Community law-making
priorities were identified
with Child and Family

and Education being the
top priorities. Justice and
Community Protection are
not shown on the chart but

Chief Marcel Moody
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

Other
(please specify)

Nothing

LAWS NCN SHOULD PRIORITIZE FOR NEXT YEAR
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Community News

Get NCN Updates On Your Phone

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation’s
APP is now available for
download on both iOS (Apple)
and Android devices. The app
can be downloaded from the
App Store or Google Play by
simply searching “NCN Cree
Nation” and downloading/
opening the APP.

This app will provide updates
for Citizens and app users of all
NCN'’s news, events and notices
— along with other great features
like photos, job opportunities,
local bulletins and more. The app
will also give you the option to
get direct NCN notifications and
alerts to your phone/device, so
be sure to “allow notifications”
when you first download the APP.

You can even leave feedback
to make your opinions heard and
to help guide the direction of
Our Nehetho Nation.

NNCEA Cold

Weather School

Closure Policy
Revised Policy — Effective January 16th, 2018

School closure is determined by a temperature
reading at 6:00 am. based on the Weather
Network reading (available at www.nncea.ca).

The school principals and Director of Education,
decide and inform the NNCEA School Board Chair.
Closures are then posted on the NCN and NNCEA
websites and on Facebook by 7:00 am.

Nisichawayasi Nehetho
Culture and Education Authority Inc.
NISICHAWAYASIHK CREE NATION
) /e —

el ) ®] WITH THE WIND CHILL

Parents/Guardians decide to send students. Buses will be running.
Schools are open. Staff will attend. Classes will be in session.
*Note children without proper clothing will be taken home.

Schools will be CLOSED to all students. Buses will not be
running. Parents should not send students to school. Staff will
attend meetings and planning sessions.

OR COLDER WITH THE WINDCHILL
Schools CLOSED and staff are NOT required to attend.

Closures do not affect students’ attendance awards.

3 Nisichawayasi Nethowi Piskituskan



Peewees Win DNWF
Championship Hockey

Over the weekend of “We had a small team, and two of the kids were only 10
January 31to February 3, years old and playing up. But they were all working really

the NCN Flames won the hard, and they did a great job,” says coach Tim Edwards, who
peewee division at the 2019 coached the team with Curtis Lobster and Kelly Braun.

Dakota Nation Winterfest in The peewee team won four games in the double knockout
Brandon. format to claim the

[OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO]

Storm Yetman and Ryder Wastisicoot
both from NCN parents Alvin and
Nadine Yetman and Kerry Linklater

and Melanie Wastisicoot won Gold at a
Peewee A tournament in Flin Flon. They
also won gold in their host community
in Thompson. Second gold win for the
month of January. Congratulations!

championship. The final game was a real nail biter.

“We were one up the whole way through, and they
kept putting another one into the net to tie it, and then
we got a few penalties late in the third. The kids were
tired, but we able to keep our lead,” says Edwards. “It was
nerve wracking for sure.”

Edwards’ son, Marlen, plays Double AA in Winnipeg,
and played forward with the NCN Flames.

“He makes friends everywhere he goes. He really had
a great time.”

Edwards says the DNWF is a great tradition, and he
remembers playing hockey in the same tournament 30
years ago.

“It’s a cultural event, with powwows and things like
that, and it's showcasing talent in all sorts of sports. You're
seeing old friends and making new ones. It’s a great
celebration of communities coming together.”

Congratulations, peewees!

Nelson House Medicine Lodge Intake Dates

The current residential intake program is for women and the next program starting
is for men. Referrals and registration are being accepted now for alcohol and drug
treatment, prevention and aftercare services. Intake dates and administration weeks

are as follows:

DEALING WITH 2019 SCHEDULE
ADDICTIONS? Men: February 25 — April 19, 2019

April 22 - 26,2019 — Admin Week
Women: April 29 — June 21,2019

call

(204) 484-2256

Men: June 24 — August 16, 2019
August 19 - 23,2019 — Admin Week
Women: August 26 — October 18, 2019
October 21 - December 13,2019

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation o?L<->¢* o'V<V-APNb" 4



FEBRUARY 2079 AC

N|$|chawaya5| a/Ld->P* o'VLV-APNb"

INd

Norman Northstars Win Over Thompson

The Norman Northstars Alumni had a dominating win on February 8th.

They won 16-1over the Thompson King Miners in midget AA exhibition
play. Goals were spread out over several players including Mike Krentz (4),
Cody Genaille (2), Jeff English (2), Jared Kissick, Lorne Leslie, Alex Head, Kevin
Braun, Jerome Linklater; Trent Laycock, Steven Goran (2).

4™ ANNUAL

Mapnees2019

Norman Llnkla ter N

High school Boys and Girls Teams e: Cha

Entry Fee: $500/team d Place: Runner-up Banner, trophy, Silver Medal
3rd Place: Trophy and Bronze Medal

Round Robin Tournament (2 Divisions)

All players must be enrolled in high school or a Each participant will receive tournament
member of the participating First Nation keepsake attire. )
Deadline for entry: March 16, 2018

For more information or to enter a team, contact:
Lou Moody (204) 307-2243

Terry Linklater (204) 307-2246

Iggy Grinevsky (204) 891-1414

You can make a pledge in honour of
yourself or someone you know that
has made a valuable contribution to
First Nations education. A brochure
of all the pledges and recipients
will be recognized at the Year End
Awards.

An initiative from the elders of the school
to increase attendance for the students
and raise awareness for the importance of
education in today's world!

Monies raised will go towards:

« Attendance awards

« Winter gear- hats, mitts, socks etc.
for students

« STAR Skating program

Attendance Awards will be given for:

100-99% - $100*

98-95% - $75*

94-90% - $50*

(*Provided all Monies have been raised)

Please contact the following to make a pledge at
0.K. School.

204-484-2242
William Spence, Nadine Yetman or
Mavis Stevenson

Nisichawayasi Nethowi Piskituskan



Girl Power Shines in
NCN Minor Hockey

NCN Minor hockey
has been busy during
the month of January.
NCN'’s PeeWee

team competed

in a tournament

in Thompson and
came in first place!

As well, the PeeWee
and Bantams played
against Moose Lake
in an exhibition game

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation or/Ld->¢* 0'V<LV-A"PNb"

and won 6-5. A group of girls
from NCN also played in the all-
girls tournament in Thompson
on January 25-27,2019. Our
NCN Midgets hosted a league
tournament, which was a success.
Our midget team also travelled to
Cranberry and won all 3 games in
their league play.

NCN is currently in first place
in the Norman Midget A league.
Our midget team will travel to
Norway House, February 8, 2019
and Wabowden, February 15, 2019.

We would like to thank
everyone who contributes to
Minor Hockey and NCN Parks and
Recreation for their support during
this season. Please utilize the NCN
Minor Hockey
page to inquire
about practice
times and more.

Planting the Seeds of

SCIENCE

2nd Annual Keewatin Regional Science Fair
“Planting the Seeds of SCIENCE”

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
February 27th & 28th, 2019

For more information please contact

Rosely Booth, Science Facilitator roselybooth@mfnerc.com
Manitoba@

First Nations Education
Resource Centre Inc.



If you or someone you know is dealing
N E E D H ELP , with depression or suicidal thoughts, get

0 help! You are important. You matter.

Thompson Mobile
Crisis Team

1-866-242-1571
204-778-1472

Kids Help Phone
1-800-668-6868

Suicide Helpline
1-877-435-7170

Nisichawayasi } orL<abrx o'v<v-APnbe
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Addictions Helpline
1-855-662-6605

Gambling Helpline
1-800-463-1554
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School Warns
of Extreme Cold
Weather Safety

By: Matilda Gibb, OK School Principal

| am hopeful that the extreme cold weather we have had to
endure in January and February is finally behind us. | would
like to take this opportunity to remind parents and guardians
to always dress your children in their warmest winter clothes
before sending them to school in the morning and that they
stay bundled up to protect their faces and hands from the
cold. Exposed skin can freeze within minutes. Please remind
them to go directly to school if they are walking and not to
play outside. Have them walk with their older brothers or
sisters to be sure that they arrive at school safely.

February is | Love to Read Month...

Ten Benefits of Reading to your Child

Children who read often become better readers
Reading exercises our brain

Reading improves concentration

Reading teaches children about the world around them
Reading improves vocabulary and language skills
Reading develops a child’s imagination

Reading helps children to develop empathy
Reading is fun

Reading is a great way to spend time together
10. Children who read achieve better in school
Enjoy reading with your child everyday..

O 0Oy W

February Reminders ...
February 12th February 22nd
B School Science Fair B Report Card Writing
February 18th Day - NO SCHOOL
M Louis Riel Day — February 28th
NO SCHOOL M Regional Science Fair
February 21st
B Staff Meeting - EARLY
DISMISSAL @ 2:30
March Reminders ...
March 18th — 22nd Monday, April Ist
M Spring Break — B Classes Start Third
NO SCHOOL Term

March 25th - 29th
M Flex Days Fun Activities
- NO SCHOOL

Nisichawayasi Nethowi Piskituskan



NNOC School
Promotes Drama,

Literacy, Culture
and Life Skills

By: Mr. Nic Campbell, NNOC Principal

Term 2 at NNOC has begun
despite some delays due to
the cold weather. Students

at NNOC completed their
exams during the last week
of January. During term 2 at
NNOGC, we will be continuing
our independent daily
reading, which rotates on a
daily basis. During one period
each day our whole school is
to independently read for 10
minutes in order to promote
literacy skills. Currently
NNOC has 5 students in the
High School Apprenticeship
Program. These students are
funded through CAP/CIP
and HRDA, and work with
our community
members at

Mes. Pike for her dedication
to the Drama class and our
students!

Over the last few weeks
we have been working on
putting a kitchenette in our
school. We would like to
thank the NCN workers who

[OOOO OO OO OO OO

The NNOC Drama Class put on a Dinner Theatre titled “A Creation Story” which was a huge success..

have contributed to putting

the plumbing and electrical components
into our kitchenette. The purpose of this
project is to provide opportunities for our
students to participate in a life skills course.
During term 2 we will be celebrating

10 teachings (7 Sacred Teachings and 3
additional teachings). On a bi-weekly basis
our Social Worker will be going into the
classrooms to speak about the different
teachings. We will also be having draws
for submissions

in regards to the

NCN Housing. Durmg one perIOd teachings (essay,
We would like each day OL:lI" pictures, poems,
to thank NCN whole school is to etc.). On February
Housing and independently read  7,2019al NNOC
HRDA/ATEC, for 10 minutes in staff took part
as well CAP/ order to promote in Professional
cp fgr th.elr Iiteracy skills. ngelopment
contributions to with Red Cross.
this program. The topic of
NNOC 30S Drama Class  this workshop was bullying, abuse, and

went to Winnipeg in January
to see the play “Matilda.” We
would like to thank everyone
who contributed to this trip
and made donations. As
well, our Drama class put on
a Dinner Theatre titled “A
Creation Story” which was a
success. A big thank you to

supporting youth.

Attendance for the month of January,
despite many closures, was 62%. We look
forward to enhancing the attendance
at NNOC and encourage all students
to attend class daily. In relation to the
2017-2018 school year the attendance at
NNOC has increased on average by 14%,
which is great news.

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation or/Ld->¢* 0'V<LV-A"PNb"

NCN Amalgamates
Finance Departments

Effective January 28th, 2019, the Finance Departments of NCN Governance, Trust

and NNNCEA have amalgamated under ONE Central Finance Department and
are now located on the Lower Level of the NCN Governance Office.

Departmental Representatives are as follows:

SERVICES CONTACT

Accounts Payable

Crystal Linklater

Manager - A/P

Darcy Linklater Jr. Assistant — A/P

General Finance Enquiries | Maggie Moose Central Registry Clerk

- Purchase Orders

- Pay Cheques

- Paystubs

~T4s

- Cheque Requisitions

- Cheque Distribution

Payroll Shirley Spence Manager — Payroll
Pam Hart Assistant — Payroll
Annabelle Donkey Assistant — Payroll

Trusts Annette Swanson Finance Coordinator

Overall Financial Operations

Yvonne Hart
Shirley Callow
Bruce Hickey
Chris Callow

Chief Financial Officer
Accounting Consultant
Finance Consultant
IT Consultant
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NNCEA Presses on Through Cold

By: L. Gail Gossfeld-McDonald, Nisichawayasi Nehetho Culture and Education Authority Inc. Director of Education

Tanisi, nitotemak! Since the new year, winter has been rough on us!
As a result, many school days have been lost. But, all facets of our
operation are still operating.

The United Nations has declared 2019 as the International Year of
Indigenous Languages! As written in Indian Life, Vol. 39, #4 for January
—February 2019, it is the UN’s intention to highlight the need to
preserve, revitalize and promote the use of the world’s estimated
7000. Indigenous languages — 2,680 of which are considered to be
in danger. The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) is coordinating this year’s events, activities
and mission. Check out http://en.iyil2019.org. for more info.

NNCEA Works with Chief and Council

On January 9th, 2019, the NCN Chief and Council and the NNCEA
School Board met to discuss some outstanding matters and the
need for the leadership and all educational stakeholders to work
together for our students. It was a “step in the right direction.” We
will meet every two months to keep the lines of communication
flowing. In an effort to improve financial operations, amalgamation
of NNCEA finances with NCN finance has transpired.

Strategic Planning Progresses

On January 10th, 2019, the new Board was presented with
additional info. Mr. Sandy Robinson from MFNERC provided a
useful model on Strategic Planning. The NNCEA Board needs to
create a Strategic Plan for their term, 2018-2022. The next regular
school board meeting is set for Tuesday, February 12th, 2019 in
Winnipeg.

Orientation for Board and Staff

Orientation for the Board continues as there’s much to be made
aware of. Matters like: the Board’s Roles and Responsibilities; School
Board Meeting Protocol (agendas, minutes, motions, etc.); FNCFNE;
In’s and Outs of our educational system; the PATH plan; applicable
legislation; the budget; recommendations from the 2017-18 school
evaluation; collective bargaining; local matters for development

etc. Another orientation is scheduled for March 9-11th, 2019. As
the Board/Sr. Administration will be in Winnipeg, the next regular
meeting is scheduled for March 12th, 2019 in Winnipeg at the
Victoria Inn, Kensington Room, at 9:00 am.

Feds Funding to Improve Education

Good news! In accordance with the 94 Calls to Action from the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) report, the current
Government of Canada has made some real improvements for
First Nations people. The latest being, an increase in our Indigenous
Services Funding (ISC) as of April 1, 2019 for 2019-20. The bulk

of the dollars will be classified as core funding and can be spent
accordingly. This is more in line with the tenets of First Nations
Control of First Nations Education where we can spend the funding
on what is required to improve the educational outcomes for our
students at NCN. Proposals and reports will be limited. Funding

will be increased or maintained for Language and Culture, Cree

immersion, land-based education, full time Kindergarten, high
cost special education, etc. Additional improvements for post-
secondary education should be announced soon too. The next
Post-Secondary Committee Meeting will be held on February 28th,
2019 in Thompson from 9:00 am. — 4:00 p.m.

These additional dollars from ISC are based on validated 2017-
18 nominal roll records. Nominal roll is the count taken of children
who are in school on September 30th each year. If your child
attends our school on September 30th each year and has treaty
status, then NNCEA will receive funding for your child(ren). If your
child is not in school on September 30th of each year, then NNCEA
will NOT receive funding for your child(ren). So, every single NCN
parent needs to ensure that their school age child(ren) are in school
at OK or NNOC on September 30th and has a NCN treaty number.
Please see the Band membership clerk to register your child for
treaty as soon as possible.

Meetings Being Slated to Resolve Water
treatment and Connectivity

No official word has been received on the status of: the water
treatment plant, a new Health Centre; the new school (s);
Fiberoptics for the north; etc. In the next month or so, educational
information meetings will be scheduled. So, keep posted and please
show up so you can get all the updated information first hand!

Spirit North Gets Ski Program in Motion

All regular school programs are continuing/progressing. Thanks to
Margaret Bird for her submission to Spirit North. Her efforts have
made it possible for Tristan Schneider to be in the community

to teach our children about cross-country skiing in the next few
months. Spirit North donated over 80 pairs of skis/binders/poles
along with the needed shelving for storage. The community,
NNCEA and our schools are so grateful! Kinanaskomitan!

Virtual Classrooms Connect Students to Other
Communities

At the high school, Principal Nic Campbell, in collaboration with
former NNOC Art teacher, Bryce Peterson, are working on the
feasibility of setting up a virtual classroom with Connected North.
This would allow NNOC to connect and take part in different
lessons and workshops with other communities in Canada. This
initiative is being funded through a donor and costs to NNCEA
will be minimal. Kudos to NNOC’s Junior Chief and Council who
continue to do, do, do and play a vital role in NNOC school life!

CAP/CIP Funding Renewed for Essential School
Programs

Gracious thanks to the CAP/CIP Committee for the dollars
allocated to OK and NNOC school programming again. Without
your generosity and continued support, many programs would
suffer. It is much appreciated, thank youl!

Dates of interest:

February 27 and 28th, 2019 -
2nd Annual Keewatin Regional
Science Fair happening. If the
multiplex is open, this will be
the site. This year’s theme is
“Planting the Seeds of Science.”
Sincere thanks to all the
organizers/the sponsor! It is
sure to be another successful
venture.

March 25-29, 2019 -
2nd annual Flex Day Fun Week
will be happening again from
10:00 am. - 3:00 p.m.

Various events for your
children so they won’t get
bored over the Spring Break.

Lunch will be provided.
Schedule to come out soon.
Bus pick-up from 9:30 am. -
10:00 am. and bus drop-off
from 3:00-3:30 p.m.

Reminders/Comments

Please send your child to school
every day on time. This makes

a huge difference in their
education! ENSURE YOUR
CHILD(REN) HAS TREATY
REGISTRATION! ATTENDANCE
NEEDS TO IMPROVE!

Drivers please obey the
rules of the road/speed signs in
the school zone! We don’t want
anyone getting hurt!

Parents: if you could meet
your child after being dropped
off the buses at the end of
the day, this would be great.
We don’t want any child to
go missing after they’ve been
dismissed from school. Your
cooperation will help.

Sincerest condolences from
the NNCEA to families who
have ailing relatives or who
have lost loved ones in the past
while. May Creator show you
mercy and help you overcome
your grief so you can continue
to live life to its fullest!

Nisichawayasi Nethowi Piskituskan



Parent Education
Classes — Take Part!

Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays, January 22nd — March 28th, 2019, 6:30 — 9:30 p.m. at OK,

Room 101.

Program Revised: February 5th, 2019.

February 19, 20, 21,2019 Theme: Sweatlodge Info

Topic for February 19th, 2019: | What is a sweat? T Thomas
Topic for February 20th, 2019: | Basic Protocols T Thomas
Topic for February 21st, 2019: | Sweat TBA for willing participants T. Thomas

February 26, 27, 28, 2019 Theme: Rocky Cree Teachings/Protocols

Topic for February 26th, 2019: | Nehetho Word Origins/List W. Dumas
Topic for February 27th, 2019: | “Othasowina” or Great Laws W. Dumas
Topic for February 28th, 2019: | Guiding Principles W. Dumas

March 5, 6,7,2019 Theme: The NNCEA School System

Topic for March 5th, 2019: First Nations History/Education/ DOE/AD PATH Plan

Topic for March 6th, 2019: Recommendations from Education | DOE/AD Evaluation

Topic for March 7th, 2019: Info on NNCEA/Qur Schools Admin.
Trauma-Informed Schools John McBain

March 12, 13, 14, 2019 Theme: Understanding Grief, Loss and Trauma

Topic for March 12th, 2019: Whatis G, Land T? FCWC Staff
Topic for March 13th, 2019: Coping with G, Land T FCWC Staff
Topic for March 14th, 2019: Various Techniques FCWC Staff

March 19, 20, 21, 2019 Theme: Traditional Activities

Topic for March 19th, 2019: Making Miniature Skirt/Shirt TBA
Topic for March 20th, 2019: Bannock on a Stick TBA
Topic for March 21st, 2019: Round Dancing Wm. Dumas

March 26, 27, 28, 2019 Theme: Violence

Topic for March 26th, 2019: What is it? S. Kobliski
Topic for March 27th, 2019: Various Kinds S. Kobliski
Topic for March 28th, 2019: Coping Mechanisms S. Kobliski

*School doors to be open at 6:15 p.m, use staff door for entrance to OK.

**A school bus will go around the community starting at 6:00 p.m. and will do drop offs when the

evening session is completed.

***A light snack/refreshments will be available as well.
****For more info, call NNCEA at 204-484-2095.

Employment Opportunity

NNCEA FLEX DAY FUN CO-ORDINATOR
(SHORT TERM CONTRACT)

Employer: NNCEA

Position: Flex Day Fun Co-ordinator

Deadline: Monday, March 4, 2019

Interviews: Wednesday, March 6, 2019

Start Date: March 7th, 2019 — March 31st, 2019

Regular classes will not be held during the week of March 18th,
2019 and the week of March 25th, 2019. Most of the school
staff will be on Flex Week Break and Spring Break. Dollars are
available to provide some fun, enriching, cultural events during
the week of March 25th — March 29th, 2019 for interested
students who want some exciting things to do during the
break.

NNCEA is seeking a Flex Day Fun Co-ordinator for a short
term contract. The successful candidate will have to have to
organize, oversee, finalize, manage and report on the Flex
Day Fun activities or events at OK. The Co-ordinator will be
responsible to the Director of Education and/or Assistant
Director. The dates of the contract are stated above.
Key Responsibilities:
To ensure the needed resource people/team members and
needed supplies/arrangements are in place to deliver the
various daily activities for March 25-29th, 2019 at the OK
facility
To make the necessary plans so each activity will be
successful
To be on site daily and ensure the safety and well-being of
all students/participants
To adhere to the budgetary constraints of the flex day fun
week
To purchase/distribute/store needed supplies
To prepare/submit a final report on the Flex Day Fun Week
to the Director of Education
To assign classrooms for the various activities
To advertise the event and administer a registration
schedule
Other duties as assigned

Successful candidate should possess the following:

Supervisory, management skills

Good oral/written communication skills
Ability to work independently
Dependable and able to complete tasks
Avalid driver’s license would be an asset
Personal vehicle would be an asset

A valid First Aid/CPR credentials an asset

Please send/drop off a cover letter, updated resume with the
names of three references to:

NNCEA Selection Committee @ AMEC, Nelson House,
Manitoba

Phone: 204-484-2095
Fax: 204-484-2257
Email: gailm@nncea.ca

Only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation or/Ld->¢* 0'V<LV-A"PNb"
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Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation Voted
in Favour of Strike Action January 24

On Thursday, January 24, the Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
Personal Care Home support workers voted to strike in the
hopes of receiving fair wages.

“Our Local 367 members currently make 14% less than
workers at other care homes, even though they have the
same training and
job descriptions,”
said MGEU president
Michelle Gawronsky.
“It’s unfair and it’s
gone on for far too
long.”

“In the meantime,
let’s remember that
our residents will
continue to receive the

There are about care they nee(fl' e\lllen
two dozen MGEU during a strike.
members who work
at the PCH.

The PCH needs just under $400,000 in additional
funding to pay its workers the same wage that others
receive at personal care homes off-reserve. So far, Chief
Marcel Moody says, neither the provincial or federal
governments have stepped up to offer the required money.

“l understand why workers voted to strike. We want
to resolve this problem, and we want our hard-working
staff to receive fair wages, but it doesn’t seem like they are
heard without striking,” he says. “Unfortunately, it’s stressful
for everyone, the workers, the residents and the family
members.”

This is not the first time MGEU staff have gone on
strike. At the end of 2016, these support workers were on
strike for almost three weeks, for the same reason. They
received a 10% wage increase, which went about halfway to
addressing the inequity in pay.

As to when a strike would start, Chief Moody says he
and Council are working with the PCH and the MGEU
union to determine the next steps.

“We'll let the community know what’s happening
as soon as we know,” he says. “In the meantime, let’s
remember that our residents will continue to receive the
care they need, even during a strike.”

COOOOSOOSOOEEEEOOEIIIIIIIBIOOOOOOOOOOSOOEEEEEEEEEIIIIIIIIIIIOOOOOS

Essential care services are expected to remain during the strike at the NCN Personal Care Home.

COOOOSOOSOOEEEEOOEIIIIIIIBIOOOOOOOOOOSOOEEEEEEEEEIIIIIIIIIIIOOOOOS

Archive photo of Personal Care Home prior to the strike vote. Workers currently make 14% less than

workers at other care facilities in Manitoba.

L
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OK School Showcases Talent at Local Science Fair 2019

By: Natalie Tays

There was a great
deal of hours spent
by students planning,
researching and
preparing Science Fair
projects. The total
number of projects
this year was 78. For
the first time we had
agrade 1and grade

3 classes participate.
The students all did a
wonderful job for this
year’s Science Fair.

And the
Winners are:

Grades 4 to 6

Name(s) Grade | Project Title

st Beau Spence 6A Magnetic Compass

2nd Siena and Nellie Tait | 5A Lava Lamps

3rd Julia Bunn 5B Fantastic Foamy Fountain
Tommy Spence
Karissa Bear

Grades 7 to 12

Name(s) Grade | Project Title

1st Lexie Joosand Kari |8 Does age affect memory?

2nd Roman Thorne 8A Experimenting with Eggs
and Cohen Spence

3rd Lamont Moody 8B Electromagnetic Induction

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation or/Ld->¢* 0'V<LV-A"PNb"
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These students will be representing our school at the Regionals on
February 27th and 28th. NCN is hosting the Regional Science Fair 2019.

Thanks to Organizers and Volunteers
A huge thank you goes out to all of the organizers, those who set
up, cleaned up and judged projects.

A special thanks goes out to the following people for helping
to make the fair a success:

Science Fair Committee:
Nic Campbell, Brent Badiuk, Bailey Tays, Natalie Tays, Anna
Lysiahurka, Tammy Long, William Spence.

Science Fair Day Volunteers:

Tia Spence, Gavin Hughes, Serena Linklater, David O’Hanley,
Matilda Gibb, Cree Language Curriculum Workers Carol Prince,
Harry Spence, Leroy Francois, Mona McKay and numerous other
people, we apologize if we forgot anyone.
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Beating the Winter Blahs with Parks and Rec

Kids enjoyed munchies and the new Grinch movie on Sunday,
February 10th. We usually watch movies on Tuesdays and
Sundays. Bring your family!

We had a full house to celebrate our Grandparents on
Valentine’s Day at DWMH. Everyone enjoyed music by the
Three Rivers Band and lunch, with lots of games including
funniest jigger, best dancer, broom dance and a lip syncing
competition.

Bring your skates and your A-game to the NCN Parks and
Rec invitational speed skating competition on Sunday, February
24 at Gilbert McDonald Arena. Categories include individual
male and female (ages 3 to 17 will be broken into age groups), a
mixed doubles event, and adult male and female. Medallions go

to the top three. The action
starts at noon and supper will
be served at 4:00 p.m. For
more info, call Terry at
204-307-2246.

Join us for ball hockey
and basketball at the DWMH,
and broomball at Gilbert
McDonald Arena. It's a
great way to get your blood
pumping, or just watch the
action and have a chat with
your neighbour. There’s
usually something planned
every weeknight, and we post
the schedule on Facebook.

Keep in mind that
activities may be cancelled
if the temperature is below
-25 with a wind chill of -35.
Follow us on Facebook, so you
can keep up with last minute
changes and cancellations!

Improvements for Highway 6 in Manitoba

On February 13, the provincial
government announced its
plans to improve and upgrade
350 kilometres of highway in
Manitoba.

The lucky highways are
the Trans-Canada, as well as
2,3,5,6,10,16 and 75. Some
will receive rumble strips and
paved road shoulders for
safety, and new lanes will be
added to others to improve
traffic flow.

“This extensive work to
create safer, more fluid travel
on Manitoba’s highways
will help local businesses
compete, allow residents
to spend less time on the
road, and make it easier
for tourists to explore
this beautiful region,” said

Bernadette Jordan, the federal Minister of
Rural Economic Development, in a press
release.

Specifically, Highway 6 will see work
on about 100 kilometres in three different
sections:

B from Sasagui Rapids to PR 375 (turnoff
to Paint Lake)
M from Ashern to Grahamdale (north

junction of PR 325 to PR 239)

M from Lundar to Eriksdale (PR 419 to

south junction of 68)

About 4 kilometres of passing lanes
were also mentioned in the press release.

"Of course, we need improvements to
our infrastructure here at home, but we'll
take what we can get,” says Chief Moody.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOSOOOOOSOOOS

The provincial government announced its plans to improve and upgrade 350
kilometres of highway in Manitoba.

“The Number 6 is integral to life in Nelson
House so it’s good to hear they’re making
plans to increase safety on it.”

Funding for all highway plans announced comes from
both governments. The Province of Manitoba will chip in
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$147 million and the federal government will provide $144
million through its New Building Canada Fund. The Highway 6
improvements will cost about $54 million.
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Residents Move Into First NCN Energy

Efficient Space

COSEILIIIOOOOOEIEIIBOOOOOEEEIIIOOOOEEEEIIOOOOSEEE L]

Pewapun Construction Ltd,, aims to implement NCN's strategic plan
through the Nisichawayasihk Indigenous Clean Energy (NICE) projects.

A recently completed four- after some time, we'll be able to monitor how
plex, which was built by NCN  much energy each solar panel is using. Then, we
apprenticeship students, could apply for a new grant to make it a net zero
is the first of many energy space with battery storage.”
efficient spaces that ATEC/ Each apartment of the four-plex is the new
Pewapun Construction Ltd. home of an NCN bachelor who has never had a
envisions for our community.  space of his own. They are all enjoying their new
“Right now, solar panels homes and are amazed by the energy efficiency.
are creating 8.4 kilowatts “They’ve been laughing about how cozy and
of energy in the four-plex,” insulated they are,” Linklater says. “If they start
says Jody Linklater, manager ~ up the stove, they think about opening up the
of Pewapun. “It's currently window!”
offsetting the hydro costs, but The four-plex was built by ATEC students

who are employed by
Pewapun. They are
receiving training and
wages and filling the
gap for skilled labour in
Nelson House. It's an
innovative relationship
called a “labour market
intermediary.”

Linklater says the
students have already
worked on several
renovations around the
community, the Three
Rivers Store, six new
home builds, and are
putting the finishing
touches on the ATEC
expansion.

Since 2016, 55 NCN
young people have gone
through its program.
These students are paid
apprenticeship rates and
have worked more than
67,200 hours in just one
year, which supports
young families and
contributes to the local
economy.

“In the past 30 years,
we weren't offering our
young people enough

support in trades training.

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation or/Ld->¢* 0'V<LV-A"PNb" 14

Maybe a family would send their child south for their training,
but it was hard to find employment for their apprenticeship
hours. Or they’d find employment and not return home,” says
Linklater. “So when our community needed projects completed,
our local workers were only capable of doing the menial work.
It created a problem. We would hire from the south, and they
would come in and do the work, leaving very limited skills
behind. This solution of training to employment is a win-win.
This is a clear path forward for our people and our community.”

Taking it one step further, Pewapun projects focus on energy
conservation. Over the years, it has been proven that traditional
materials, such as soft lumber, just can’t stand up to the weather
and topography of northern Manitoba. Fortunately, new
building materials are available and up to the task.

The new four-plex was built with insulated composite
envelope panels (ICE).

“Essentially, this material creates a complete envelope. The
walls, the floor, the crawl space, it's a total locked system,”
Linklater says. “It's more expensive to create upfront, but it’s
going to last.”

Because the four-plex was the first energy efficient build,
costs were about 20% higher than anticipated, simply because
sourcing vendors was difficult. But now, Linklater says, future
projects will be easier and not as costly.

The next project for Pewapun workers is an eight-plex for
Health Canada.

Linklater says the collaboration between ATEC, Pewapun
and the local NCN government with the goal of conservation,
local training and hiring, renewable energy and energy
efficient homes is gaining interest among other First Nations in
Manitoba and across the country.

“| did a presentation for the federal government last fall,”
Linklater says. “We need support to keep promoting what
we're doing, so it can grow beyond us.”



Continued from page 1

B Strengthening Governance and Nationhood over NCN

Lands and Resources;

B Empowering our people and teaching our traditional ways;

B Trail Grooming and Maintenance;

B Promoting Healthy lifestyles, Healthy land and water;

M Monitoring Land, Water and species;

B Patrol areas of priority including the lands and waters
noting history and current status.

Immediate next steps are to prepare for 3 - 4 training
courses which will be delivered by the end of March. Initial
training includes wilderness first aid, chainsaw safety, snowmobile
safety, as well as 3 weeks of environmental training that includes
Teamwork and Communication, Observational Skills, Decision

Renewed Focus
on Indigenous
Languages

The United Nations has called 2019 the International Year of
Indigenous Languages.

“Languages around the world are disappearing at an
alarming rate, despite their immense value in allowing people
to communicate, learn, remember, define their identity and
express their culture. It is estimated that one Indigenous
language dies every two weeks,” the United Nations says on
its website.

“Indigenous peoples are often isolated geographically,
politically and socially.
And yet, they foster

and promote unique NNCEA is working hard
local cultures, customs to bl’lng our Nehetho
and values which have Ianguage back to our
endured for thousands commun ity.

of years. Indigenous

languages add to the rich

tapestry of global cultural diversity. Without them, the world
would be a poorer place.”

As First Nations know, language can be used as a weapon to
tear people down.

When First Nations people were taken away from their
families to live at residential schools, and punished for speaking
their own languages, it was because the governments and
churches wanted to take away the power of Indigenous identity.

Now, First Nations are trying to repair that damage. Here
at home, the NNCEA is working hard to bring our Nehetho
language back to our community.

“The Nihithowin dual track means our young people can
choose to go to school and learn in both English and Nehetho,”

N
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Making, Conflict Resolution, Introduction to Ecology, Hydrology,
Soil Science, Environmental Legislation, Environmental
Management Tools and Approach to Environmental
Management, Environmental Assessments and Monitoring,
Standard Equipment and Tool Use, Field Notes, Photography,
basic navigation and mapping skills to name a few areas.

The principles behind “Ethinisiwin” will be incorporated into
training through Local Knowledge and Traditional Knowledge,
approaches for respectfully obtaining Traditional Knowledge,
documenting Traditional Knowledge and use of Traditional and
Local Knowledge.

RMB Co-chair Gord Dumas, states “We are seeing
the reality of our planning process become a reality and

chawayasi ? a/Ld->P* o'VLV-APNb"

we are witnessing the
true intent of the natural
resource provisions of the
original Northern Flood
Agreement.”

Finally Land Guardians
will be involved in site
visits in February 2019, to
learn about other existing
Guardian Programs such as
the Gitanyow Hereditary
Chiefs and Coastal Guardian
Watchmen in BC.

OOSEESEEIISIIIIIIIOOOOOOOOOEEOEOOEEEOSOIIIBIVOOOOOOOSSEEEIE O]

Schools in NCN will continue to promote Nehetho Cree language in school curriculums with

immersion programming.

says NNCEA director Gail

Gossfeld-McDonald. “l am “It’s important to
so proud of our community he|p First Nations
and its decision to bring keep their |anguages
our language and culture alive.”

back into focus. When our
children are proud of their
heritage, they can achieve

great things.”

This school year immersion programming started in
nursery school. As these children progress through school,
into kindergarten, grade one and beyond, the Cree language
curriculum will follow them through the years.

“I'm glad the United Nations is bringing people’s attention
to Indigenous languages around the world,” says Chief Marcel
Moody. “Maybe here in Canada, everyone will realize it's
important to help First Nations keep their languages alive.”

— Chief Marcel Moody
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7,000 languages
spoken worldwide

2,680 languages in
danger of being lost

5,000 different
Indigenous cultures

370 million
Indigenous people
in the world

Source: United Nations IYIL2019
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Community resource people
are needed to do sessions in:

M Rabbit snaring
B Artsand crafts
M Drumming

M Snowshoeing
M Ice Fishing

M Skating @ GMA

M Traditional teachings
for youth
M Storytelling

M Bannock making: baked/
fried/bread bannock/on
a fire/stick

OR any other expertise you may want to
share/teach the young ones during

Flex Day Fun Week

March 25th — March 29th, 2019
10:00 am. —12:00 p.m.and
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. daily at OK
$500.00 for five days work

Information Session on Monday,
February 25th at 2:00 p.m. ® AMEC
NNCEA will provide all the needed
supplies!!

Footprint Lake
Water Levels

Footprint Lake
14-Day Water Level Forecast
Revised Forecast as of February 19,2019

On February 19, 2019
the level of Footprint
Lake was at an
elevation of 800.3 feet.
The level of the lake

is expected to fall 1.5
inches to an elevation
of 800.2 feet by the
end of the month.

800.3'

as of February 19

The 14-day forecasts are estimates, and subject to change.

Northern forecasts are broadcast on local radio stations at the
beginning of every month.

AL DITLT-APAD? Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

NISICHAWAYASIHK General De“\/ery

Nelson House, Manitoba ROB 1A0
Phone: (204) 484-2332

CREE NATION Fax: (204) 484-2392

www.ncncree.com
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Your Chance to Come Teach Children What You Know

Please come to the info session OR
send/drop off a letter ® AMEC on what
you'd be willing to do!

Phone: 204-484-2095

Fax: 204-484-2257

Do you have a suggestion or
an Achimowina story idea?
We would like your comments,
feedback or news stories. Please
contact achimowina@gmail.com
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Email: gailm®@®nncea.ca

Must have a clear Child Abuse Registry
Check and Criminal Record Check or
Vulnerable Sector Check.

NCN on Facebook!

Stay current with NCN’s latest news, events
and updates on your computer, smartphone or
device from our official NCN Facebook page
@nisichawayasihk.



