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After a few years of increasing violence, gang activity and 
public mischief, a Safe Streets curfew has been implemented 
in Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation. All young people must be in 
private homes, and not on the streets or community property, 
after 11:00 pm. 

Chief Marcel Moody and Council, NCN Justice and NCN 
Band Constables came to an agreement and put the curfew 
into effect on Wednesday, June 21st. Recent statistics show that 
NCN has the second highest number of domestic assaults in 
Manitoba and in fact, is the 10th highest in Canada. Setting an 
example for our youth via responsible initiatives like the curfew 
is expected to help reduce violent crimes and mischief in  
the community.

“Our ultimate goal is to have a healthy, safe community 
where we all can thrive,” said Chief Moody. “This curfew is not 
meant to punish our Citizens, but we are taking action now 
to make our community safer and better for everyone. This 
is a step in a positive 
direction.”

If children are found 
on the streets after 
11:00 pm, they will be 
delivered home and 
their bicycles (or other 
transportation) will be 
impounded for seven 
days. If children have ignored the curfew on previous occasions, 
their transportation will be seized for a longer time. A report 
will be kept on file for each and every offence. 

Parents/guardians will be told about their child’s activities 
and violation of the curfew. NCN social services will contact 
families with repeat offenses to discuss their challenges and 
to create an action plan to meet its needs. If authorities do 

not see a change in activity, parental rights and abilities will be 
questioned. Child and Family Services may be requested  
to investigate. 

“CFS is not a disciplinary measure,” says Moody, “but a way 
to determine if there are other issues in the home, like violence 
or trauma, that are the real reasons the child is acting out or 
avoiding home.”

Chief and Council say the curfew is not about punishing 
children, but about keeping them away from dangerous 
activities and negative pressures. In fact, Chief Moody says the 
goal is to one day lift the curfew. He says organizations such 
as the NCN Family and Community Wellness Centre, Parks 
and Recreation, schools, youth programs and employment 
initiatives are collaborating to find ways to support children and 
families. Some ideas include healing circles, Elders’ councils, and 
on-the-land programs.

Our children themselves have been asked for possible 
solutions. Some of the things they say will help are parenting 
programs, positive role models, encouragement to avoid 
alcohol and drugs, and support to enter treatment, stronger 
relationships with parents, and community activities.

Neighbouring towns, including Thompson (from 2005-
2007) and Flin Flon (which started this month), have also 

implemented youth curfews 
in an attempt to slow and 
stop violence and mischief. 

So far, the NCN curfew 
is working well. One band 
constable said on Facebook, 
“Only saw two kids out late 
on bikes last night, and sent 
them home with a warning. 
Right on! So far they’re 
listening, just the odd kid who 
rebels, but like I said, we all 
have to do our part to make 
sure things get done.”

If you see children outside 
after 11 pm, please call (204) 
307-0912 or (204) 679-0057.

Let’s keep our 
community and 
our children safe.
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Welcoming the Assembly of 
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 for General Assembly
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HISTORY & CULTURE
Sundance Returns to  
NCN - Néso Pisimak  
Kakisimo Kamihk2 11 13

KITITAHWINAOW ACHIMOWIN 
COMMUNITY
Special Congrats to  
Class of 2017 and  
Graduates

NCN Curfew 
Now in Effect

A newly enacted curfew will prevent children from being out on NCN streets after hours.

“Only saw two kids 
out late on bikes last 
night, and sent them 

home with a warning. 
Right on!
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Chief Marcel Moody
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

Tansi!

North American 
Indigenous 
Games 2017
Summer has finally arrived. I hope 
you are all enjoying the good 
weather. We have a lot of things 
happening this summer and 
many things already happening. 
A number of our youth and 
their supporters have headed 
out Toronto to attend the North 
American Indigenous Games 
(NAIG) in mid July. Do whatever 
you can to encourage and support 
them as participation in sports 
helps to build our youth’s  
self-esteem. 

Assembly 
of Manitoba 
Chiefs 29th 
Annual General 
Assembly
I am also proud that our Nation 
hosted the Assembly of Manitoba 
Chiefs July 18, 19 and 20th 
2017. This is a great honour 
and I hope we can continue 
to show the delegations from 
other communities what a great 
community we have. We are 
proud of David Kobliski, head of 
NH Development Corporation 
as he ran for Grand Chief. 
Congratulations to new Grand 
Chief Arlen Dumas who was 
elected on July 19, 2017.

Aski 
Pumenikewin 
(land code)
This summer we continue to 
pursue initiatives that will help to 
strengthen our Nation for years to 
come. As you know, we have been 
strong advocates for asserting our 
sovereignty in many different ways. 

We are finally at the point where two critical governance initiatives are 
about to be realized if we get the necessary support from NCN Citizens 
in ratification votes. 

There has been a lot written in previous newsletters about the 
development of our the Nisichawayasi Aski Pumenikewin (Land 
Code). NCN’s Vision Statement is to exercise sovereignty to sustain 
a prosperous socio-economic future for the Nisichawayasihk Cree 
Nation. For the past 25 years we have been taking action to assert our 
sovereignty by investing in businesses and our people. 

Our people have always had a very profound relationship with the 
land – with Mother Earth. For thousands of years our people have been 
the stewards of Aski, our lands. We have been taught that we must 
protect and nurture Mother Earth. It is our responsibility. For many 
years, our customary laws were ignored and decisions about our lands 
and resources were made by people in Ottawa.

As we began to rebuild our economy and took steps to become 
increasingly self-sufficient, we knew that controlling our future was 
not possible unless we had authority to manage our lands.

The development of the Nisichawayasi Aski Pumenikewin  
(our own land code) is a critical step on our path to restoring full  
self-government.

It is important for us to approve the agreement with Canada as well 
as our own Aski Pumenikewin as together these documents will give 
us the authority to manage our reserve lands ourselves without having 
to constantly trying to convince someone in Ottawa that our initiatives 
should be approved. 

As you know, because of the Indian Act provisions and INAC 
policies, it took us a decade and a half to get the Mystery Lake lands 
finally converted to an urban reserve. Development of the Mystery 
Lake lands require either the approval of our Aski Pumenikewin or a 
designation vote under the Indian Act. We have a number of economic 
development initiatives on hold. The best way for us to proceed with 
the development of the Mystery Lake lands is to approve our Aski 
Pumenikewin. We have 18 reserve lands and want to develop them for 
the benefit of our Citizens as revenues from our lands will help all of our 
Citizens now and in the future. 

Some of our Citizens are asking what the benefits are for our Nation. 
The Aski Pumenikewin contains provisions so that we can pass our 
own laws to manage our lands and resources. Our law-making process 
is outlined in the Aski Pumenikewin will ensure there are opportunities 
for comprehensive community engagement as we develop our own 
laws. Our Aski Pumenikewin is unique as it incorporates our culture, our 
language, and our customary laws.

All NCN Citizens who are 18 years of age and over are entitled to vote 
if they register to vote. The vote is being conducted by our own NCN 
Electoral Officer who is serving as the Ratification Officer for this vote. 
The Community Ratification Process is based on the provisions in our 
NCN Election Law. This will be our first chance to test electronic voting 
in addition to mail-in ballots and the usual in person voting at NCN, Leaf 
Rapids, Thompson and Winnipeg. 

Voters will receive information packages electronically, by mail or in 
Nelson House by delivery in the coming weeks that include copies of 

two very important documents: The information packages will contain 
copies of the Aski Pumenikewin and the Individual Agreement with 
Canada as well as summaries of these. 

 To be approved, at least 25% of NCN Citizens who are eligible to vote 
must approve the Individual Agreement and the Aski Pumenikewin. This 
means that we need about 1,000 NCN Citizens who are of voting age to 
come out and support this initiative. 

We have established a Coordination Team to ensure that NCN 
Citizens are informed about the documents prior to the vote. You 
can expect drop-in visits from our Community Consultants, Land and 
Resources Staff, members of the Lands Committee as well as Chief and 
Council. There will be additional small group meetings so you can obtain 
more information. 

 Please take the time to read up on the information or ask questions 
of the Coordination Team, so you can make an informed decision which 
will benefit the future of NCN.

The vote is a little over a month long and will run from July 21 
to August 25 so there is lots of opportunity to vote. You can vote 
electronically, by mail if you request a mail in ballot and in-person. 

After this vote is finished we will then start the next round of 
consultations about the Constitution and hold a vote on it. We are very 
excited to think that NCN could be the first Nation to approve our own 
Constitution. I will have more to say about this important initiative in 
future newsletters. 

We need your support. We encourage you to vote. Thank you for 
your ongoing support as we take steps to better strengthen our Nation. 

 
Ekosani!

Top row (left to right): Councillors Joe Moose, Willie Moore, Patrick 
Linklater and Ron D. Spence. Bottom row (left to right): Councillor Shirley 
Linklater, Chief Marcel Moody and Councillor Bonnie M. Linklater

NCN Chief and Council – Your Leadership – 
Working to Build a Brighter Future for Our Nation.
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AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE that all Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation Citizens 18 years of age or older on the day of 
the Ratification Vote are eligible to vote, provided that such NCN Citizens have submitted a complete, signed and 
witnessed voter registration document to the Ratification Officer prior to the close of the polls in the case of in-
person voting and voting by mail, or in the case of electronic voting, voters have completed registration through the 
electronic registration system prior to the close of the electronic voting system. Voter registration documents will be 
sent to all NCN Onuwosonekew (voters) whose address is on record with the Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation unless they 
have registered electronically. Voter Registration documents are also available from Joyce Yetman, Ratification Officer 
or at the address and telephone number appearing below.

PLEASE NOTE: Any Registered Voter may vote in person, by Mail-in Ballot or by Electronic Voting during the dates 
set out above. If an Onuwosonekew (voter) has not received, or been able to electronically access, a Voter Registration 
Document by August 7, 2017, please contact Joyce Yetman, Ratification Officer so that the necessary form can be 
provided to you or you may also obtain a Voter Registration Document at the polling locations indicated above.

DATED at Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation, 
Manitoba 27 day of June, 2017.

Joyce Yetman, Ratification Officer

A Ratification Vote will be held in accordance with the Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
Community Ratification Process from July 21, 2017 to August 25, 2017, in order to determine if
Onuwosonekew (voters) approve the Nisichawayasi Aski Pumenikewin (land code) and the Individual Agreement.
The Ratification Vote will include:
1. Electronic Voting from July 21, 2017 to August 25, 2017
2. Mail-in-Voting from July 30, 2017 to August 18, 2017
3. In-person Voting in Winnipeg, Thompson, Leaf Rapids and Nelson House on the dates set out below.

NCN ONUWOSONEKEW (VOTERS) WILL BE ASKED THE FOLLOWING QUESTION ON THE BALLOT:

“DO YOU APPROVE THE NISICHAWAYASI ASKI PUMENIKEWIN (LAND CODE),  
DATED JUNE 27, 2017 FOR REFERENCE AND THE INDIVIDUAL AGREEMENT  

WITH HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN IN RIGHT OF CANADA?” 

YES   OR             NO

For more information please contact: 
Joyce Yetman, Ratification Officer
Ph/Txt: 204-679-0506 
Fax: 204-484-2588 
Email: joyceyetman2017@gmail.com
Mailing Address: Box 821, 103 Selkirk Ave.,  
Thompson, MB R8N OM5

Notice to NCN CITIZENS

Nisichawayasihk Cree 
Nation Community
Ratification Vote

    IMPORTANT VOTING DATES BY LOCATION:

AUGUST 14, 2017
12:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
REGULAR VOTING DAY
LEAF RAPIDS, MB
Town Center

AUGUST 17-19,  
& 24-25, 2017 
9:00 am - 8:00 pm 
REGULAR VOTING DAY
NELSON HOUSE 
NCN Trust Office

AUGUST 21 ,22, 2017
9:00 am - 8:00 pm 
REGULAR VOTING DAY
WINNIPEG
Marlborough

AUGUST 15-16, 2017 
9:00 am - 8:00 pm 
REGULAR VOTING DAY
THOMPSON
Mystery Lake Hotel

Copies of the Individual Agreement, Nisichawayasi Aski Pumenikiwin (land code) and related documents are
being mailed or emailed to all Onuwosonekew (voters), whose addresses are on record with the Nisichawayasihk 
Cree Nation. Information, including the Community Ratification Process is available online at www.ncncree.com, 
and from the Nisichawayasihk Nehethowuk Okimawin (NCN government) office or the NCN Trust Office.

www.medicinelodge.ca

VOTE NOW– Land Code 
Electronic Voting Process
Step-by-Step Guide for Voters
Starting July 21, 2017 to August 25 NCN Citizens can vote online to make it 
easy to record their vote for the Nisichawayasi Aski Pumenikewin (Land Code). 
THE WHOLE PROCESS ONLY TAKES 2-3 MINUTES TO COMPLETE 
YOUR ELECTRONIC VOTING PROCESS. 
STEP 1: Visit the OneFeather landing page https://onefeather.ca/

nations/nisichawayasihk/elections/ncnlandcode to register 
with OneFeather and initiate the electronic voting process - check 
the Official Notice prepared by your Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation.

STEP 2: Have your 10 Digit Status Card Number (Registry Number), Date 
of Birth and Personal Email ready. 

 Click the red Register to Vote Button – enter your Registry 
Number and Date of Birth. 

 Click the red Register button.
STEP 3: Update your contact information and enter your personal email 

address – double check your email address to make sure it is correct.
 Click the red Register button.
STEP 4: Watch your email…you will be sent an email with a confirmation 

link – click the verification link to confirm and activate your 
eligibility to vote electronically. (If you do not see the email within 
5 minutes – check your junk email folder).

STEP 5: Watch your email for a second email following immediately from 
OneFeather.  This email will have your PIN (unique personal 
identification number) and a secure link to the voting event.

 Write down your PIN (always lower case)
 Click the link in the email to Vote!
STEP 6: Read the instruction pages – click Next when ready to proceed
STEP 7:   Complete your identity verification - enter your PIN, Registry 

Number and Date of Birth.
 Confirm that you want to vote electronically – check the box!
 Click the red Verify My Identity box.
STEP 8: Follow the voting instructions and make your Vote!
STEP 9: Confirm your Vote.
STEP 10: Share your voting experience and encourage other Members  

to vote.
For help with the online vote please contact Joyce Yetman 204-679-0506.

MAIL-IN VOTING  
(July 21 to August 18, 2017)
To vote by mail-in ballot, you will need to complete 
the form on your Registration and Identification 
envelope, which is included the package you receive in 
the mail. Your ballot must be sent in the pre-addressed 
envelope addressed to Joyce Yetman, Ratification 
Officer by August 18, 2017 by 4:00pm. To cast a Mail in 
Ballot, you must:
1.  Mark the ballot by placing a cross (“X”) in the box 

marked “YES” or in the box marked“NO”.
2.  Enclose and seal the ballot in the secrecy envelope.

3.  Enclose and seal the secrecy envelope in the 
registration envelope.

4.  Complete and sign the registration envelope in the 
presences of a witness, who is at least 18 years of 
age. The witness will sign registration verifying  
your signature.

5.  Enclose and seal the registration envelope in the 
mailing envelope (pre-addressed envelop).

6.  Mail or Deliver the sealed mailing envelope to the 
Ratification Officer (address above).

NOTE: The Ratification Officer will check your 
registration form when your mail-in ballot is 
received and may contact you if it is not complete. 

Your secrecy envelope will be deposited in a ballot 
box and opened separately from your registration 
envelope; your vote will remain a secret.

IN-PERSON VOTING (August 14- 
August 25, 2017 in various locations)
If you prefer to do in-person voting please see 
locations above-left. A person who is eligible to vote 
but has not received a Voter Registration Document 
or requires further assistance should contact Joyce 
Yetman, Ratification Officer 1-204-679-0506 or 
joyceyetman2017@gmail.com for further assistance.
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Newly elected Grand Chief Arlen Dumas is 
congratulated by NCN Chief Moody.

History Made in NCN - AMC 
Elects New Grand Chief
The election of the new Grand 
Chief was held on the second 
day of the AMC annual general 
assembly, which took place  
in NCN at the arena. 
Arlen Dumas, from Mathias 
Colomb Cree Nation, won the 
election soundly with 33 votes out 
of 54 in the first round of voting. 
He is well-known and appreciated 
among Aboriginal leaders. 
“I am honoured to be so strongly 
supported by my colleagues, along 

with my community members, 
family and friends,” he told 
the chiefs after his victory was 
announced.
New Grand Chief Dumas was 
raised in Pukatawagan, MB. He has 
years of political experience, despite 
his relatively young age of 42. He 
has been the chief of the Mathias 
Colomb Cree Nation since 2008, 
and was also vice-chief of Manitoba 
Keewatinowi Okimakanak. He is 
also the leader of Missinippi Rail LP, 

which is in plans to purchase the 
Port of Churchill and its rail line. 
“The chiefs demonstrated their 
respect and their hope for his vision 
by giving him a resounding first-
ballot victory, which in our politics 
is a landslide win,” outgoing Grand 
Chief Nepinak told the CBC.
The other four candidates 
for Grand Chief were Sharon 
Mason of the Wasagamack First 
Nation; Garry McLean of the 
Lake Manitoba Treaty 2 First 

Drum Ceremony. NCN Councillor Pat Linklater speaks at the event. Chief Marcel Moody (R) leads ceremony with other First Nation leaders.

AMC Women Chief with former Grand Chief Derek Nepinak. Nepinak 
officially stepped down as Grand Chief.

Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs opening Ceremony in Nisichawayasihk Cree 
Nation, Gilbert McDonald Arena.

Nation; Craig Blacksmith, from Dakota 
Plains Wahpeton Oyate; and our very own 
David Kobliski, who is the Nelson House 
Development Corporation manager.
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NCN Hosts 
Successful 
AMC AGA
NCN was host to the 
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
(AMC) Annual General 
Assembly July 18-20th. This 
was the 29th annual general 
assembly and took place at 
the Gilbert McDonald Arena. 

The first day of the 
general assembly began with 
a pipe ceremony by Diane 
Linklater and the White Wolf 
Medicine Society. The Grand 
Entry followed, with North 
Buffalo Drum Group and 
Elder D’Arcy Linklater. 

Opening remarks from 
assembly chair Pat Linklater 
were followed by welcoming 
words from Chief Marcel 
Moody; Grand Chief Chiefs,  
Regional Chief Kevin Hart, 
Assembly of First Nations; 
and outgoing Grand Chief 
Derek Nepinak, Assembly of 
Manitoba Chiefs. 

Attendees heard reports 
from the First Nations 
Women’s Committee 
about Jordan’s Principle 
and the Inquiry into Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls. The AMC 
annual report and financial 
statement was presented. 
AFN Regional Chief Hart 
discussed the Memorandum 
of Understanding between 
Canada and AFN. Skyla and Savanna Russell at NAIG in Toronto.

RESIDENTIAL COLLECTION:  
• Oversized Items • Derelict Vehicles •  
• Furniture • Metal items • Appliances • 
• Large Equipment • And More •

Do you have scrap or junk in your  
yard that you can’t move yourself?

Need Oversized Pick 
UP?

Call Trevor 
Linklater  
(204) 484-2332  
to arrange pick-up 
and disposal

NISICHAWAYASIHK CREE NATION

SUMMER
FESTIVAL

BE SURE TO TAKE PART!
Arrow shoot, parade, fireworks, mixed puthachaboo, homemade go-cart races, youth and adult 
talent competition, Elders’ singing competition, Karlos Moore and Kelvin Spence memorial coin 
toss, children, adult and elders’ fun events, jigging , cribbage and scrabble tournament, slo-pitch 
tournament, youth and adult strong man competition, bingo, youth and adult marathon. 

FIND OUT MORE ON FACEBOOK AT NCN PARKS & RECREATION.

2017
AUGUST 14-19

Winning Gold 
Medal at NAIG
NCN’s Skyla Russell proved her strength and talent 
– winning a gold medal (1st) at the North American 
Aboriginal Games in Toronto. Sister Savanna also had an 
amazing performance finishing fourth in the same event.
Thanks to NCN Chief and Council, Parks and Recreation, 
all sponsors and supporters for their support!
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NCN Athletes Compete  
in Toronto at NAIG
Several NCN athletes and  
their supporters are off to 
Toronto to represent Team 
Manitoba and Nisichawayasihk 
Cree Nation at the North 
American Indigenous Games 
2017! The athletes will participate 
in archery, track, softball,  
soccer and 
lacrosse. 
Good luck 
to all and 
we’ll be 
routing for 
you guys 
and girls all 
the way!!!! 
Let’s Go 
TOBA!

 KITITAHWINAOW ACHIMOWIN

Community News

There will be several important votes in the near future that will require your vote. Be sure to let us know your contact 
information to be eligible to vote. Your input matters! 

DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE ACHIMOWINA NEWSPAPER AT HOME EACH MONTH? 
If you are a NCN Citizen living in Nelson House, Leaf Rapids, South Indian Lake, Thompson, Winnipeg or Brandon, we want 
to get news to you. WANT AN E-COPY? You can always find the latest Achimowina online at ncncree.com! 
Send your contact information and address to Joyce Yetman by phone (204) 484-2604, or joyceyetman@ncncree.com.

ATTENTION NCN Citizens: WANT TO BE ADDED TO THE NCN VOTING LIST  
 OR ACHIMOWINA NEWS DELIVERY LIST?

NCN Ratification Voters List – Are YOU On It?
The Voter’s List available for view at www.ncncree.com is prepared for the 
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation Community Ratification Vote (Nisichawayasi 
Aski Pumenikewin land code) to be held on July 21 - August 25, 2017. All NCN 
Citizens 18 years of age on the day of the Ratification Vote are eligible to vote 

providing that the NCN Citizen has submitted a completed and signed registration 
document. Eligible Citizens that are not on the Voter’s List are asked to contact 
the NCN Ratification Officer, Joyce Yetman by Ph/Txt: 204-679-0506,  
Fax: 204-484-2588, email: joyceyetman2017@gmail.com to be added to the list.

Bluesky Starts as 
New NCN CEO
On behalf of NCN 
Government 
Administration, we 
would like to officially 
welcome our new 
Chief Executive 
Officer, Kathleen 
Bluesky to the NCN 
Government Office. 
Kathleen assumed 
her position as of 
Monday, July 17, 2017. 

The position was advertised nationally with a preference 
for qualified NCN Citizens. Twelve people applied. Following 
prescreening of the applicants, five were interviewed. They 
were evaluated on the basis of the criteria in the job posting.

Kathleen McKay Bluesky was the successful candidate. We 
are asking all Citizens and NCN staff to make time to introduce 
yourself to Kathleen and to give your utmost cooperation. 
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Notice to NCN Membership
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 
NISICHAWAYASIHK TRUST
Community Approval Process (CAP)

TASKINIGAHP TRUST
Community Involvement Process (CIP)

Applications for the use of Nisichawayasihk Trust and Taskinigahp Trust monies for 
the 2018 calendar year are now being accepted. Application forms are available on 
the NCN Trust Office’s website at www.trustoffice.ca and at the Trust Office.

Application submission will be accepted up until  
4:00 p.m. on September 14, 2017. 
LATE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE.

Please submit your applications to Joyce Yetman or Roslyn Moore at the Trust Office. 

trust office

NISICHAWAYASIHK
C R E E  N A T I O N

In order to ensure that all members are informed of these meetings, they will be 
advertised in all public places, NCN Trust Office and through our local radio station. 
To obtain more information contact Joyce Yetman, I/Executive Director, 
Intergovernmental Relations and Special Projects at 204-484-2604/679-0506 or 
Director Resources and Lands, Roslyn Moore at 204-679-6892.

DATES Timeline for CAP/CIP Process
By June 15 Issue the call for applications (posters are posted)

By September 15 Application Deadline

By September 30 IRSP Director and RL Director shall submit a summary of applications to the 
CAP/CIP Committee.
Applicants shall receive a notification on receipt of application.

By October 15 CAP/CIP Committee completes preliminary review of applications.

By October 30 The applications will be presented by the applicants to the NCN members 
before the CAP/CIP Committee.
Applicants will be contacted via letter or email on date of meeting. 
Community meeting to hear presentations by applicants.

By November 15 CAP/CIP Committee to recommend projects and budgets to  
Chief and Council. 
IRSP Director and RL Director will present recommended budget and 
Annotation Summary proposed budget to Chief and Council.

By December 15 Chief and Council will formally adopt the 2018 Nisichawayasihk and 
Taskinigahp (CAP/CIP) budgets pursuant to Article 8.5 of the Nisi Trust 
Indenture and Article 8.8 of the Task Trust Indenture subsequent to the CAP/
CIP meeting.

Two young NCN players are headed across the pond to play hockey this summer. 
Kurtia Yetman and Haley Braun, both from Nelson House, will join the 

Canadian Cowboys, a Triple AAA atom boys’ team when they compete in a 
European tournament in August.

The girls, both 11 years old, were scouted in May when their NCN Flames 
Atom team won the Aboriginal Hockey Championship in Regina. 

Curtis Lobster, who is Kurtia’s father, says the entire team is strong, but these 
girls are special.

“They’re very competitive. They play soccer, golf, baseball, always against 
the boys, it’s great,” he says. “They’re already saying, ‘Why isn’t there a women’s 

NHL? Where do we go from here?’ This is a great opportunity  
for them.”

Kurtia, who plays defense, and Haley, centre, will head to Canmore, 
Alberta, on July 20th for a week of practice where the team is based. The team 
will head to Europe on July 28th, for the tournament that will take place in 
Scandinavia, Finland and Czech Republic.

Not only are Kurtia and Haley the only Indigenous players on the 
team, they are the only girls.

“They’re very strong players,” says Curtis. “They’ve got something 
important: they’re fearless, and you can’t coach that.”

NCN Hockey Players Travel to Europe

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Family & Community Wellness Centre

Transportation will be provided
Snacks will be provided

 

If your child is starting Kindergarten this school year 

2017-2018 please call the Public Health department  

to book an appointment during  

August 8-11, 2017.

Kindergarten
Immunization

Clinic

DOOR PRIZES!

Patio Set   Gift Cards    Baby’s Star Blanket

Haley Braun  and Kurtia Yetman.
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Many students are happy 
to be on summer vacation, 
but for a handful of NCN 
school kids their hard work 
throughout the school 
year has made the start of 
vacation extra memorable. 

These young role models were awarded the opportunity 
to take part in the annual trip to Winnipeg the week of July 5, 
2017. Teachers selected the group of young achievers for their 
academic success, excellent attendance, positive behaviour and 
interest in recreational activities. 

The week-long trip encourages students to not only stay 
in school but to excel to the best of their ability. Organizers 

Top Students Go On Fun Year-end Trip

A Holistic Approach to Community Wellness

It Can Change 
Lives Forever.  
EVEN YOURS!

SUPPORT KIDS IN CARE 
IN OUR COMMUNITY 
AND KEEP THEM  
WHERE THEY BELONG.

Call Today!

FOSTER HOPE

 FOSTER  
ACHILD 

14 Bay Road Drive
Nelson House, MB R0B 1A0
Phone: (204) 484-2341
www.ncnwellness.ca

Inc.

say this trip sponsored by NNCEA, NCLP and NCN Parks and 
Recreation department is encouraging kids to “work hard and 
your efforts will pay off.”

The fun and interesting trip included horseback riding , 
SkyZone trampolines, go-cart races at Grand Prix Amusement 
a trip on the river cruise at the Forks, Legislative grounds, a visit 
to the Manitoba Museum to view natural Manitoba plant and 
animal life as well as early history of Indigenous peoples and 
settlements in the province. The crew also had fun swims at 
Fun Mountain and hotel pools.

The kids fed the geese at the forks and took part in plenty 
more fun times at hotels, restaurants and attractions.

Organizers would like to thank NCN Parks and Recreation, 
NCLP and Nelson House Education Authority for their kind 
and generous donations. Kind appreciation also goes out to the 
chaperons and “a big congratulations” to the kids. Keep up the 
good work!

Students had a fun-filled trip to many great attractions 
during their trip to Winnipeg in July to celebrate a year  
of achievements.
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By Natalie Tays
Tansi! To the parents, guardians and community members of 
NCN it is with much joy and a bit of bitter sweet tears that I 
write the end of the year message as Principal for both OK and 
NNOC one last time. I will be taking a different role in 2017-
2018 school year, more of a teaching and school improvement 
role. Thank you to all parents, community members, my staff 
for all the support and joy you have given me this year. 2016-
2017 was filled with many memorable moments and fun filled 
learning experiences. As we reflect on this past year there were 
many moments that will fill us with fond memories that we 
will cherish, friendships made, winning that award, overcoming 
those big learning challenges and finally figuring out how to 
do that math problem. This year we said good bye to some 
beloved colleagues Mr. David MacDonald our NNOC vice 
Principal and Ms. Dolly Spence School Board Trustee. Both we 
whom we will remember with fondness and happy tears, we 
will cherish what they taught us and remember all that they 
brought to education.

In June we are sad to say good bye/see you next year to 
our classmates and to our teachers. A big shout out to all our 
educators both teachers and Educational assistants who plan, 
prepare and put a lot of thought into lessons and for making 
learning fun. We like to wish the teachers leaving all the best as 
you journey on, thank you for you educating our children and 
never forget that you help enrich the lives of our children in  
our school and community. We salute you for your knowledge 
and dedication.

In June we also celebrate the many achievements made by 
our students for every passing grade, the sharing and caring 
moments, our most improved and the academic achievers and 
we must not forget our graduates. As you graduate, I wish you 

life’s blessings, people who love you, dreams that come true, 
strength of body and mind and learning that never ends.

Congratulations to all our NCN Graduates, Kindergarten, 
Grade 8, Grade 12 and to the Mature Student Graduates. We 

are proud of your 
achievements. Please 
remember, “That 
becoming number one 
is easier than remaining 
number one, but 80 
percent of success is 
showing up. The first one 

gets the oyster, the second gets the shell, and above all things, 
please pack your own parachute!” – Book of Wisdom.

Ekosani! From Principal 

Natalie Tays, Vice-Principal’s 

William Spence, John 

McBain, NNOC Vice Principal 

Angela Lavesseur, Staff and 

students of Otetiskiwin 

Kiskinwamahtowekamik 

and Nisichawayashik Neyo 

Ohtinwak Collegiate Schools.

School Principal’s Farewell Message

If you shoot the 
 Adult Cow! 

If you shoot the 
Adult Bull! 

 
Manitoba Department of Sustainable Development-Northeast Region 
 

Wiser Choices  
for Tomorrow and the Future

Managing our own resources for tomorrow’s future is critical to ensure 
our natural wildlife is there to always be enjoyed. Be a selective and 
responsible traditional hunter and take only what you need. Please 
respect our land and resources.

This message is brought to you by  
the Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation  
Resource Management Board  
and NCN Chief and Council. 

Manitoba Department of Sustainable Development

If you shoot the 
 Adult Cow! 

If you shoot the 
Adult Bull! 

 
Manitoba Department of Sustainable Development-Northeast Region 
 

Wiser Choices  
for Tomorrow and the Future

Managing our own resources for tomorrow’s future is critical to ensure 
our natural wildlife is there to always be enjoyed. Be a selective and 
responsible traditional hunter and take only what you need. Please 
respect our land and resources.

This message is brought to you by  
the Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation  
Resource Management Board  
and NCN Chief and Council. 

Manitoba Department of Sustainable Development

Natalie Tays during her time as principal. Tays will take on a new role in 2017-18.

Walk your path one 
step at a time with 
courage, faith, and 

determination.
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O.K. School Grade 8 Class of 2017 Graduates.

Chief and Council and the Animal Control officer reminds 
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation pet owners:
m Your dog must be tied or penned at all times.
m Your dog must be on a leash if it is off your property.
m You must be able to control your dog when it is on a leash.
m You must keep your dog fed, watered and healthy.
m Your dog must not bark, growl, yelp or disturb the peace at any time.
m Your female dog in heat must be penned at all times.

The Dog Control Officer is able to take a dog from anyone who has 
violated, is violating or about to violate this by-law. The Dog Control 
Officer has full authority to destroy a dog that is running at large; or 
attacking a person, or animal that is tethered; or a dog that is injured  
or diseased.

If you have been bitten by a dog, go to the nursing station, and call 
the Band Constables at 204-679-0057 or 204-307-0912, and file a 
complaint with RCMP at 204-484-2837. 

Be Responsible for Your Pets!

Gospel
 Jamboree

9th Annual

Moore’s Camp at Mile 52 – August 10-13

Join us for a weekend of sharing the Word of God and singing 
gospel music! Transportation, meals and snacks provided. 

Bring a dish on Sunday if you can share. Bring your camping 
equipment, lawn chairs and bug spray. Bring a friend, meet a 

friend! Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

For more info, call 

Angela Spence at 204-679-4495  
or Barb Moore at 204-679-0014.

Congratulations 
Grads 

ᓂᓯᒐᐘᔭᓯᕽ ᓀᐦᐁᖪᐍᐱᐢᑭᑎᕐᑲᐢ

On behalf of NCN Chief,  
Council, Staff and Citizens.
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Congratulations to the graduates of NNOC! We also extend congratulations 
to all mature student and post-secondary student graduates of 2017. Your 
accomplishments are a testament of your hard work and dedication and we 
wish you a successful and prosperous future.

ASHLEY SWANSON JON PAUL PRIMROSE

NICOLE MCDONALD

TRENT LINKLATER

JORDAN SPENCE

PATRICIA BERARD

KELVIN SPENCE

TERRANCE FRANCOIS

CHERYL MOODY

LAURA MCDONALD

TRAVIS FRANCOIS

2017
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The PATH Forward for Our Children’s Education 

NCN OPEN
REGISTRATION FEES 
First 72 paid entrants guaranteed  
a spot.

Men $ 150
Women  $ 125
Seniors (ages: 50+)  $ 125

STARTING TIME:  
Saturday, August 12th, 9:00 a.m.  
(tee times) and Sunday, August 13th, 
9:00 a.m. (tee times)

SPECIAL EVENTS (Saturday - Sunday)

• NCN Flight  
(for registered  
NCN Citizens)  
[Entry fee of $25  

for the NCN Flight]

•  Longest Drive
•  Closest to the Pin
•  Putting Contest

•  High and Low  
Hidden Hole

•  Hole in One Challenge
•  Closest to the Tree
•  Skins
•  Door Prizes

TWO-PERSON BEST BALL
STARTING TIME:  
Friday, August 11th,  
10:00 a.m. (tee times)

REGISTRATION FEE for Teams of 2 – $150
CASH PRIZES for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. If more than  
10 teams, flights will be added.

For more information or to  
fill out/drop-off a registration 
form please contact:

Government Office at (204) 484-2332 
Yvonne Hart at (204) 679-0844
Marcel Moody at (204)-679-0157
James Warren at 204-939-3682
Pam Hart at (204) 679-2617

Registration forms are  
also available online at 
www.ncncree.com

Event details subject to change.

August 11, 12 & 13, 2017

Thompson Golf Course, Thompson, MB 
(No professionals please)

19TH ANNUAL

NNCEA School Report
The Nisichawayasi Nehetho 
Culture and Education 
Authority Inc. has been 
hard at work creating its 
PATH (Planning Alternative 
Tomorrows with Hope). The 

To achieve this, our school board, educators, teachers, Elders, 
students and community members must work together. We 
will need cooperation, commitment and resources to create 
these changes. It will be 
years before the fruits of 
our labour are apparent, 
but the time to start 
on this journey for our 
schools is now! 

The Nisichawayasihk 
educational system 
has existed since 1981 
with Indian Control of 
Indian Education at its 
foundation. In the last 
36 years, our educational system has significantly progressed. 
We have achieved many milestones with limited funding, 
but we know our school system can be more than it is. We 
are determined to create schools that are truly “ours”, with 
language and culture at the core, and not simply a duplication 
of the provincial school systems.  

Last year, INAC provided $647,000 for language and 
culture activities in our educational system. Those dollars 
were unexpected and well spent on materials such as arts 
and crafts supplies; technology such as cameras, iPads, and 
Cree apps; and outdoor education equipment (22 canoes, 
44 paddles, 44 life jackets, cross-country skis, snowshoes, tipi, 
etc.) Resource booklets on the history of our community and 
school were created, as well as a mini-dictionary of our “th” 
dialect. Cree classes were made available for everyone who 
had a desire to learn.

This year, INAC is expected to provide $702,000 for 
Language and Culture. In the next four years, as long as the 
Liberal government is in power, we can expect additional 
monies to flow for this purpose. The NNCEA school board has 
projected its vision into the future so we can plan accordingly 
for these resources. 

NNCEA School Board believes it is in the best interests of our 
community for our children to graduate from a more culturally 
appropriate system. With an understanding of the Nehetho 
language and culture, a holistic education, and knowledge of their 
ancestry, our children will succeed in life and live healthier lives. 

The main goal of the NNCEA’s PATH is to integrate our 
unique language and culture into the formal education system. 

Culture and language are important to the school system 
and for the benefit of the NCN Community.

NNCEA School Board 
believes it is in the 

best interests of our 
community for our 
children to graduate 

from a more culturally 
appropriate system. 
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m Annual Language and Culture gathering for all
m End-of-year assessment and report
m Review/revise goals for 2019-20 and modify 

accordingly

As you can see, the goal is to extend Cree immersion 
in our schools as these 
initial students progress 
through their education. 
That is, by the 2019-20 
school year, we should be 
providing Cree immersion 
in nursery, kindergarten, 
and grade one, and 
creating curriculum 
materials for grade two so 

they are ready when the students enter grade two. This planning 
will continue until we have Nehetho Language and Culture 
resources and supports for every level from nursery to grade 12. 

The success of these (preliminary) plans relies 
on community support and guidance. Please 
watch for further information sessions and plan 
to attend. We are excited about the future of 
education in our community!   

PATH Proposed goals for 2017-18 school year
m Community workshops
m Creation/development of Nehetho Language and Culture 

Team, and its terms of reference
m Hiring of a Nehetho Language and Culture (NLC) 

Coordinator
m NLC Coordinator will recruit/train other team members 

and create a work plan 
m Aboriginal perspectives integrated into curriculum at all 

grade levels    
m professional development and materials to support 

educators in this expectation 
m Cree immersion for Nursery
m Curriculum plans for Nursery and Kindergarten
m	 Monthly Language and Culture events for schools
m Annual Language and Culture gathering for all
m End-of-year assessment and report
m Review/revise goals for 2018-19 and modify accordingly

Proposed goals for 2018-19 school year
m Cree immersion for Nursery and also Kindergarten
m Revise curriculum for Nursery and Kindergarten
m Prepare curriculum for grade one
m Monthly Language and Culture events for schools

Purpose: 
Kita-kistithihtamahk akwa 
Kita-apacihtayahk Ithinisiwin 
Kiskinwahamakiwinisihk Isi 
(to acknowledge and use  
the sacredness of our 
Language and Culture in  
the education system)

Dream  
and Vision:
Soki othatamakiwin Mitho 
opikihowasowin Miskanow 
(setting a strong path for  
our Children).

By the 2019-20 school 
year, we should 

be providing Cree 
immersion in nursery, 

kindergarten, and 
grade one...

Nisichaway Nehetho 
Culture and Education Authority

Felix and Jacqueline Walker will be hosting a sundance at Néso 
Pisimak Kakisimo Kamihk (Two Suns Prayer Sundance Lodge) August 
6-9, 2017. It will be held at Daniel Donkey’s campsite on the West at 
Mile 331/4.

The Walkers were approached about hosting a sundance in 
Nelson House, and say it was a difficult decision to make. 

They talked as a family about their personal and financial ability 
to commit to bringing 
the tradition back to the 
community. They discussed 
the idea with Elders, including 
Joshua Flett, Louie Bighetty, 
Rev. Nelson Hart, Dolly 
Francois, Anna May Linklater, 
Jacqueline Hart, Edith 
Linklater, Clara Yetman, Doris 
Walker, and considered those 

who have left us, including Doris Flett, Rosinda Spence, Madeline, Louie 
Bighetty and Wellington Spence. The organizing group agreed it was 
important to bring the Sundance to Nelson House. 

“They all said we need to embrace our culture and our traditional 
ways as part of healing our community,” says Jacqueline Walker. 
“They also told us that the dancing circles at Wuskwatim and 
Leftrook Lake show that those ceremonies existed in our community 
in the past. Bringing ceremony back gives life to the spirit of the land.” 

The sundance is an ancestral ceremony of First Nations people 
that is different from a pow wow. It is prayer sacramental ceremony in 
which people dance without food or water for four days. 

“The ceremony focuses on 
life, thanksgiving and the healing 
of people and communities,” says 
Jacqueline. “On a personal level, 
some people dance to pray for 
family or friends, to figure out 
something in their own life, to find 
guidance and to rejuvenate their 
sense of wellness and well-being.”

What is the sundance 
ceremony?

From August 2nd to the 5th, 
four sundancers will fast and sleep 
by the sacred tree, O’kemowatik, 
to prepare the spiritual grounds for 
sundancing. 

On Saturday, August 5th, 
children will do one round of a 
sundance before the sun sets to 
honour and bless the sundance 
grounds for the youth and adult 
dancers. If your children would 
like to participate, please ensure 
they wear their ceremonial outfit. 
Boys should wear ribbon shirts and 
moccasins; girls should wear their 
ribbon skirt or dress and moccasins. 

The Sundance Returns to NCN - Néso Pisimak Kakisimo Kamihk

The Sundance will embrace culture and tradition in 
the community with a 4-day ceremony.

The ceremony 
focuses on life, 

thanksgiving and the 
healing of people and 

communities...

Continued on Page 16...
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Beginning in 1908 through to 1948, elections of NCN Chief and Councillors were typically held every year, except during 
World War II, when there was a five-year gap between the 1939 election and the next one in 1944.  From 1944 to 1961  
the length of time between elections varied, but from 1961 to 1998, they were generally held every two years.  
The Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation Election Code was adopted in 1998, establishing that elections be held every four years.  

Election History of  
Nisichawayasihk Chief and Council 1908-2018

Councillors  Year(s) Elected
Bonnie Linklater 2014
Willie Moore 2014
Joe Moose 2010, 2014
Ron D. Spence 2006, 2010, 2014
Shirley Linklater 2002, 2006, 2010, 2014
William Elvis Thomas 1998, 2002
Agnes M. Spence 1998, 2002, 2006
Jim (Jimmy) Moore 1998
Felix Walker 1996
Gail Gossfeld 1996
David M. Spence 1994, 1996, 1998, 2002
D’Arcy Linklater 1994, 1996, 1998, 2002, 2006, 2010
Eddy Primrose 1994, 1997
Andrew Wood 1994
Jerry Brightnose 1994
Patrick Linklater 1992, 1994, 1996, 2006, 2010, 2014
Carol Prince 1992
Llewelyn Moody 1990, 1992, 1994, 1996
Marcel Moody 1990, 1992, 1994, 2006, 2010
James Nicholas 1990
George C. R. Spence 1988
Jimmy Hunter Spence 1986, 1998, 2002
Leonard Linklater 1986, 1990, 1992
Alfred Linklater 1984, 1986
Norman Linklater 1982, 1984, 1986, 1988, 1996
Henry Linklater 1982
Henry Wood 1978, 1980, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1996
Jerry McDonald 1978, 1980, 1982, 1984, 1986
George Linklater 1978, 1980, 1982, 1984, 1986
Jerry (Spence) Primrose 1978, 1980
Alice Moore 1978
Jonah Wood 1976
William Thomas 1976
David Bonner 1976
Leda McDonald 1974, 1976
Benjamin Spence 1974
Charlie James Hart Jr. 1972, 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990 

 Year(s) Elected 
John Jock Spence 1972, 1974, 1978, 1980, 1982, 1984 
Martin Nicholas 1972
David Moose 1972
Abraham Spence 1970
Betsy Moody 1970
Robert Linklater 1970
Bernard Linklater 1969
Jean Francois 1969
Benjamin Wood 1968, 1972, 1976
Solomon Nicholas 1968, 1972
Abraham McDonald 1968
Nelson Linklater 1968
Anne Moore 1965, 1974
Solomon Donkey 1965, 1972
Jimmy Spence 1965, 1969
Sandy Wood 1965
Evelyn Moody 1965
Felix McDonald 1965
Thomas (Tommy) Thomas 1963, 1965
Sam Linklater 1963, 1972
Sandy Spence 1963
Joe Moose 1963
Lottie Moore 1963
Nancy Linklater 1963
Solomon Francis 1963
Miles Hart Jr. 1961, 1963, 1968
Luke Moose 1961, 1963
Charlie Hart Sr. 1961
Isiah Spence 1961
Joseph Moose 1961
Zacheus McDonald 1961
Edward Linklater 1961
Thomas Spence 1958
Lazarus Spence 1958
Moses Moore 1958
Zaccheus Linklater 1958

 Year(s) Elected 
Basil Colomb 1958
Peter Spence 1958, 1968, 1980
Sam Hart 1957, 1965, 1974
Angus Linklater 1957, 1963
John Spence 1957
Charlie Moody 1957
Alvin Moody 1957
John Charles McDonald 1953, 1958, 1961, 1965
Joseph Linklater 1953, 1958, 1965, 1968
Lawrence Spence 1953, 1968
David Spence 1953, 1963
Isaac Hartie 1953, 1957, 1970, 1974
William Moore 1953
Alex Spence 1949, 1953, 1958, 1961, 1965
David Flett 1948, 1969, 1976
Elias Spence 1947, 1948
Solomon Hart 1947, 1948
Beth Rugina 1947
Alfred Moore 1946, 1970
Stanley Spence 1946, 1947 &1948
Moose Murdoch 1946
Miles Hart 1935, 1936, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1944, 1945
Gilbert McDonald 1935, 1936, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1944
Jerome Nicholls 1934, 1935, 1936, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1944, 1945
Thomas Linklater 1932 – 1946 & 1964 (12 one-year terms) 
Robert (Robbie) Spence 1932, 1933, 1934, 1935
Sam Ross 1932
John Bear Short (Hart) 1927 – 1935 (Nine one-year terms)
Angus Bonner 1925, 1926, 1927, 1928, 1929, 1930, 1931
Albert Moose 1925
Richard Hartie 1925, 1926
Matthew Wood 1924, 1925, 1926, 1927, 1928, 1929, 1930, 1931
William Moose 1913 – 1931 (19 one-year terms)
James Spence 1908 – 1923 (16 one-year terms)
Murdock Hart 1908, 1909, 1910, 1911, 191219

0
8
-2

01
8

Chief Year(s) Elected
Marcel Moody 2014
Jim (Jimmy) Moore 2006
Jerry (Spence) Primrose 1994, 1996, 1998, 2002, 2010
Norman Linklater 1990, 1992
Peter Spence 1974
Rodney Spence 1972, 1978, 1980, 1982, 1984, 1986, 1988
Nelson Linklater 1970, 1976

 Year(s) Elected 
Lawrence Spence 1963
Thomas Linklater 1957, 1965
Donald Spence 1969, 1970
Kenneth Spence 1953, 1958, 1968
Miles Hart 1947
Gilbert McDonald 1946, 1961
Richard Muswagon 1944, 1945

 Year(s) Elected 
Angus Bonner 1938, 1939
Richard Hartie 1935, 1936, 1937, 1948
Matthew Wood 1932, 1933, 1934 
Albert Moose 1926, 1927, 1928, 1929, 1930, 1931
Joseph Hartie 1916 – 1925 (Ten one-year terms)
Peter Moose 1908 – 1915 (Eight one-year terms)

 KAKI PI ISPATHIK AGWA ISI TWAWINAH

History and Culture



15 Nisichawayasi Nethowi Piskituskan

ᓂᓯᒐᐘᔭᓯᕽ ᓀᐦᐁᖪᐍᐱᐢᑭᑎᕐᑲᐢNisichawayasi

JULY 2017

PAYROLL AND BENEFITS ADMINISTRATOR 

Employment Opportunities

Inc.

Looking for Employment? Visit ncncree.com

Get the latest job 
postings online.

Nelson House Medicine Lodge 
Provides Combined Approach 
to Addiction Treatment
THE NELSON HOUSE MEDICINE LODGE offers non-medical, alcohol and drug treatment, 
prevention and aftercare services that involve Indigenous traditional and contemporary 
teachings. These combined methods and practices serve to assist people who have been 
spiritually and psychologically impacted by life’s circumstances. Our unique approach 
delivers proven results for individuals traveling the “Red Road to Wellness”.

In-house workshops include:
• Communication Skills
• Lateral Violence
• Colonization
• Self Exploration
• Family Violence
• Domestic Violence – Special Constable 

Ryan Linklater – presentation each 
intake.

• Building Healthy Relationships
• Grief and Loss
• Sexual Abuse
• Trauma Recovery
• Healthy Boundaries
• Forgiveness
• Addictions and the Brain
• Anger Management
• Co-Dependency
• Trust Building
• Coping Skills
• Suicide Prevention
• Self Image/Self Esteem
• Human Emotions
• Parenting
• Life Skills
• Short Term Goal Setting
• Self Care
• Stress Management

Cultural ceremonies include:
• Spring , summer and fall fasting camps
• Gathering medicines (sweetgrass, sage, 

cedar)
• Sweetgrass ceremonies
• Pipe ceremonies
• Regular year round sweats
• Naming ceremonies
• Night lodges
• Sun dances
• Feasts
• Tipi teachings
• Bear/smoke lodges

Other activities include:
• Educational lectures on various topics 

related to addictions and healthy living
• Small group sessions and counsellor-

client meetings
• Arts and crafts
• A.A., A.C.O.A. meetings
• Community resources, such as the 

Family Community Wellness Centre 
Program

• Recreational activities

JOB SUMMARY: 
Under the supervision of Chief Financial Officer the Payroll and Benefits Administrator is 
responsible for developing and maintaining the accounting computer system, processing 
organizational payroll as well as entering, updating and maintaining an accurate administration base 
with our benefits provider. Commuter transportation from Thompson is available if required. 

DUTIES: 
• Maintains and updates the payroll Database by entering, 

updating and removing employees from payroll and benefits. 
• Processes organizational payroll, reviews error reports and 

directs/participates in error correction with HR Clerk.
• Prepares Monthly disbursements and reconciliations to Benefit 

Carriers and for all premium deductions from employees. 
• Analyzes and reconciles general ledger for all benefit premiums. 
• Designs and implements agency forms and time sheets. 
• Processes annual increments and organizational T4’s, prepares 

manual checks, and issue ROE’s. within the federal/provincial 
legislated time frame. 

• Assists in year-end audit preparation and reporting.
• Provides input towards improving service delivery. 

QUALIFICATIONS:
•  Completion of the Payroll Management Certificate Program or Minimum of Grade 12 and 

completion of a recognized accounting program. 
•   Other combinations of Education and Experience may be considered. 
•  Handling difficult and sensitive situations, using sound, independent judgment within specific 

guidelines and regulations
•  Communicating effectively with co-workers, superiors, the general public, representatives of 

other organizations and others sufficient to exchange or convey information
•  Minimum of 2 yrs experience as a payroll clerk in a computerized payroll environment. 
•  Other combinations of skills and experience may be considered
•  Ability to set priorities and work in a team setting 
•  Ability to remain positive and enthusiastic under stressful conditions
•  Well-developed written and oral communications 
•  Excellent organizational and time management skills

•  The successful completion of a Criminal and Child Abuse Registry check are required of all 
FCWC positions upon hire. 

SALARY RANGE: $42,895 – $49,071             CLOSING DATE: 4:30pm July 28th, 2017 
Submit All Applications to: 
Amanda LeDrew, Director of Human Resources    email: amanda@ncnwellness.ca
Family and Community Wellness Centre - Nelson House, MB.
Phone: 484-2341   Fax: 484-2351

DEALING WITH  
ADDICTIONS?

call (204) 484-2256. 
Next intake:  

August 28 - October 20 for women
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Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
General Delivery
Nelson House, Manitoba R0B 1A0
Phone: (204) 484-2332  
Fax: (204) 484-2392
www.ncncree.com

ᓂᓯᒐᐘᔭᓯᕽ ᓀᐦᐁᖪᐍᐱᐢᑭᑎᕐᑲᐢ Do you have a suggestion or 
an Achimowina story idea?  
We would like your comments, 
feedback or news stories. Please 
contact achimowina@gmail.com

NCN on Facebook!
Stay current with NCN’s latest news, events 
and updates on your computer, smartphone or 
device from our official NCN Facebook page  
@nisichawayasihk.

Tansi Sundancers, Chief Sundancers, Elders, Drummers, Helpers and Honoured guests and community members. 

WELCOME

On July 1, 2017 the level 

of Footprint Lake is 

forecasted to be 792.9 

feet. The level of the lake 

is expected to fall 5 inches 

to elevation 792.4 feet by 

the end of July.

During the month of 
August the level of the lake is expected to rise 9 inches to elevation 793.1 
feet by the end of the month.

Footprint Lake  
Water Levels 
Footprint Lake  
60-Day Water Level Forecast
July 1 - August 31, 2017

793.6' 
as of June 12

Dancers will camp at the sundance grounds, and before they 
begin their sundance on Sunday, August 6th, will have a morning 
sweatlodge ceremony and smoke ceremonial pipes. 

Throughout the duration of the sundance ceremony, there will 
be community sweats for people who are not sundancing. Times 
and dates are determined by the sundancers’ schedules. If you would 
like to participate in a sweat, please bring your tobacco and cloth for 
offerings, and appropriate clothing (shorts and towel for men, dress 
and towel for women). 

During the time of the full moon (usually the second night), 
the women will lead the full moon ceremony and the trickster will 
visit. It is a form of healing and thanksgiving for our many blessings. 
Everyone is welcome to attend.

The third day is the healing round. People from the community 
are taken to the sundance tree and fanned with medicines by the 
medicine people doing their healing work. To participate, please bring 
four different coloured flags and tobacco for offerings. 

On the fourth and final day, some the dancers will walk and 
dance with the spirit of the moose and buffalo (often called 
“dragging buffalo skulls”). Some will also pierce or fly with the eagles. 
These are sacrifices the dancers will make for thankfulness, and for 
the healing , health and wellbeing of our children, youth, families and 
communities.  

Once the sundance is complete, the children will close the 
ceremony with one round of dance, as we say farewell to the spirits 
of our ancestors and all the Creator’s spirit helpers for blessing us 

for the duration of the sundance. There will be a feast during which 
our Sundance Chiefs will share their knowledge and experiences of 
sundance ceremonies, and people are welcome to acknowledge and 
give thanks to our dancers. 

Throughout the year, Felix and Jacqueline have hosted three 
sundance meetings. People pledged to dance by offering tobacco and 
cloth. If you are interested in sundancing, please contact any of the 
following: Sundance Chief Wilfred Buck, his wife Connie West-Buck, 
Ron and Shelley Cook, and Felix Walker and Jacqueline Walker. You 
will need preparations and teachings before the last pledge meeting 
on August 5th.

Volunteers are needed to maintain the site, keep the Sacred Fire 
lit, serve as Oskapese during sweatlodge ceremonies, and clean up 
after the sundance. Please contact one of the above to help.

Everyone is welcome to attend the sundance. 
Please be respectful.
m Do not take pictures or make videos without speaking to the 

ceremony conductor.
m Be mindful of our dancers who are going without food and water 

for four days. Do not bring food or drink to the sundance site. Do 
not attend under the influence of drugs or alcohol. There is an 
allocated site where coffee, tea and snacks are available.

m Take only what you need if you are offered food. Do not throw 
food on the ground, but in kitchen pails. We must respect our 
dancers and keep wildlife away.

m  Bring your own cutlery and lawn chairs.
m  If you are a woman on your moon time, 
remember your power is at its strongest. Please do 
not participate in ceremonies, handle ceremonial 
items, or cook traditional foods at this time.

m  Teach children and young 
people traditional protocols. 
Encourage them to learn, 
demonstrate patience  
and nurturance, and lead  
by example. 

m Women should wear  
long skirts around sacred 
items and ceremonial  
sites, to honour their role  
as life givers. This is not 
about shaming women,  
but celebrating their  
sacred power.

m Before participating , please 
talk to spiritual advisors for 
protocols, such as tobacco 
offerings, prints and berries.

m If you plan to attend a sweat 
lodge ceremony, women 
must wear appropriate long 
cotton gowns and men must 
wear shorts. Remember 
to bring your towel and 
tobacco for offerings.

m Nothing should be burned in 
the Sacred Fire but tobacco.

m If you have questions, please 
ask! We want our community 
to understand the traditions 
of the sundance.

Sundance at Néso Pisimak 
Kakisimo Kamihk  
(Two Suns Prayer Sundance Lodge) 

August 6-9, 2017

For more information contact Jackie or Felix Walker
(204) 484-2341 or email: jackie_fwalker@yahoo.ca

Continued from Page 13

Everyone Welcome!At Daniel Donkey’s campsite (West at Mile 331/4)


