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Library in Thompson
Named in Honour
of Two NCN Elders

The Wellington and Madeleine Spence The event was well-attended and it
Memorial Library naming ceremony was a meaningful and fitting dedication
took place at the University College of to Wellington and Madeleine Spence,
the North campus in both respected
;2 O2 n(; 1[)65,0 Tnhz nn:\:l/fl;yust Then ew|y named 2:)6; r:z;f:f jc'lf: res L\iﬁ’;‘ {0XOXOXO.XOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOX.OXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXOXTXOXOXOXOXOXOE
' o facility honours The library features a large wall with the Wellington and Madeline
named facility honours Yy travelled through Spence name proudly displayed at the entrance. Several NCN Citizens
two NCN elders two NCN elders Western Canada and participated in the naming event.
for their dedication for their dedication  the United States while
and commitment to and commitment to promoting aboriginal
Indigenous Culture Indigenous Culture culturalawareness.
gnd community and community They worked hgr@
involvement. . throughout their lives
. . involvement. .
Councillor Bonnie and raised a large
Linklater spoke at the family in the north.
event on behalf of NCN Government to The library, located in the UCN

honour the two NCN Elders. MLAKelly ~ campus, now features a large wall
Bindle was also in attendance along with  with rock and mortar and sign lettering
many UCN council of elders, delegates, with the Wellington and Madeline
UCN council and staff, friends and Spence name proudly displayed at
family of the Spences. the entrance.

Bouncing
Bubble Fun

NCN youth and organizers take part in a fun match of bubble soccer.

OIS OAIAAIILLILIIIOOOO

Memorial Library located inside University College of the North campus.
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From the Chief
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Tansi Nitoternitik,

This month has been extremely
busy for me with work related
issues and personally. My wife and

| just celebrated our 25th wedding
anniversary and it was great to see
so many from NCN at the event. |
would like to thank my wife for always
being there for me and supporting
me during my tenure as Chief. It is
impossible to be in politics without
the support of your family and |am
thankful for my family everyday.

It is once again a pleasure to give
you an update on some of the issues
and projects that my Council and |
have been working on in the last few
weeks. As mentioned, the last few
weeks have been extremely busy for
us as we prepare to celebrate the
official conversion of our Mystery
Lake property in Thompson to an
Urban Reserve. This is probably
one of the most significant and
most crucial achievements our
Nation has ever completed for our
community and one that will have
the greatest economic impact for
our Nation for many generations to
come. This conversion is only the
beginning of many other businesses
that will be part of the next phase
of development in our Mystery
Lake property. We will do our due
diligence to ensure that any project
that is considered will maximize the
benefits for our Nation similar to
what we did for the Casino project.

Casino Update

I thought it would be good to
provide the community with a
brief update on our exploration of
a possible casino opportunity for
Thompson. As some of you are
aware, there has been an ongoing
discussion about the prospect of
developing a First Nations gaming
facility to serve northern Manitoba.
The First Nations were allocated
up to five licenses several years ago,
and to date we have seen three
casino developments come to
fruition; South Beach, Aseneskak
and Sand Hills.

As with all projects of this type
itis important to undertake research
and study the feasibility to determine
whether the market can support
an enterprise of this type. We had
embarked on this in partnership

with the Keewatin Tribal Council and sought out expertise to gather the
necessary information, conduct an analysis and develop a position on the
potential. In doing so, we used MNP LLP as they have undertaken this type of
work for many other Aboriginal interests across Canada. In addition, we also
solicited input from the Saskatchewan Indian Gaming Authority as they have
tremendous knowledge in operating Casinos in similar types of markets.

There are many factors that must be considered in this type of market
review and this included population and growth, capital costs, gaming trends,
operating costs, competition and a host of relevant information to allow us
to make an informed decision. There seems to be a misunderstanding that
all casinos are profitable so they are always successful. This is simply not the
case. Many examples exist in this province and elsewhere in Canada and the
United States where this is not the case.

Having looked at all of the necessary data we have determined that
the “stars do not line up” and that this market cannot support a casino.
The market saturation, the debt, potential management costs, the staffing
requirements and many other conditions exist that do not provide
confidence or lend themselves to this being a profitable venture. The
economic environment is not positive at this time, as evidenced by our
studies and the recent announcement by the Aseneskak Casino, that they will
close down, and seek another market to operate in. During this down turn
in the business cycle, we will continue to monitor the economic conditions
for a casino in the Thompson region, and reevaluate the casino in the future
— including the terms and conditions of the license. With that said, we do
believe that there is room for a more enhanced gaming experience that can
be very profitable and lend itself to other entertainment opportunities. As
our community already has existing facilities, and our urban lands have more
recently been converted to Reserve lands, there is a lot of potential for more
economic growth and this will include maximizing our gaming opportunity.

This journey began with the partnership of many of our First Nation
neighbours, family and friends. As we continue to define the future of
growing our gaming

options, we want to make

everyefforttoincude ~ + coming together is a beginning;

other communities and Keeping together is progress;
see how they might be Working together is success.”
able to participate and

share in this excitin g Henry Ford, Founder of the Ford Motor Company
future prospect.

High School Update (this was also aired on our local radio station)
| hope everyone had a great summer and had a chance to spend quality
time with family and friends. Now that fall is here, it means that our kids
are back in school and are getting ready for another year of learning and
development in skills that will promote their self-identity, language and
culture, all of which are critical for their self-esteem.

Our Council and Education Authority all agree that education is a treaty
right! We also agree that how we learn and promote our language, culture
and Nehetho traditions are the key to our future. We must all take on the
responsibility to do what it takes to support our children, to make sure that
they succeed. Our Nation and that of our children’s future is in our hands.

As you know, our high school is currently not structurally sound and is
not safe for occupancy. We have a commitment from the Department of
Indigenous Affairs to secure facilities in the next few months.

We have retained engineering services and expertise to assist in the
structural work to ensure that the building can be brought up to a safe
standard so it will remain safe for occupancy until we can build a new school.

We have recently met with the RDG of INAC to discuss the provision
of funding for a temporary school and the construction of a new school. He
advised us that they will be providing NCN with funding to do a feasibility
study for temporary classrooms and a new school.

The RDG has cautioned that while statistics indicate that we have a large
eligible school age population, the study will confirm that current nominal roll
and historical school attendance rates do not support funding for a new school.

In order for Nisichawayasihk to qualify for additional space and justify
the needs for a new school, it is important that parents and guardians help
to get all eligible school-aged learners to attend school on a regular basis. By
doing so, it will help is build the case for additional space and new facilities.

We currently have an enrolment count that indicates that about 25% of
the eligible school-aged population are not attending school. This amounts
to over 200 eligible students that are currently not attending any classes and
we are not getting the funding that comes with attendance. It also means
that unless we change this immediately we will be condemning these kids
to poverty forever as they will not have the education and skills that are so
necessary in today’s world.

We need your help to make sure that all eligible children are attending
school. With increased school attendance, we can easily justify a new school
but we need your help. This effort will require a daily, weekly and yes, year-
round commitment.

We all agree that this treaty right is a shared responsibility. Simply saying
that you have an education right and not use it means nothing! There are
really two sets of 3 R’s that are essential for all of us to remember. These are
the traditional 3 R’s of reading, writing, arithmetic (literacy skills) as well as
the 3R’s of respect, responsibility and reconciliation. As a community we
need to show our kids how to achieve both by being strong role models.

So, as our Council and Education Authority agree that education is an
important enabler for our future as parents and guardians, we must work
together to make sure our children attend school regularly. Doing so is a
testament to knowing the meaning of that treaty right — one that will result
in getting that new school and much needed supports to enhance the future
of the Nisichawayasi Nehethowuk.

Women'’s Shelter

This is to advise members that we submitted an Expression of Interest (EOI) to
CMHC for the construction of a women’s shelter in our community. I'm hopeful
that we get funded for this most important initiative for our community and
region. But, we also need to start addressing the underlying causes of violence in
our community as it affects not only women and children but all of us.

NCN Store

Our brand new 10,000 square foot store should be opening up by early
October. This is another major achievement for our Nation as we continue
to seek economic sovereignty and prosperity. We also plan to have a grand
opening soon to celebrate another great achievement for our community
and people.

Violence in our Community

As you have heard, violence in our community is troublesome and totally
unacceptable. We all must do our part as NCN citizens to end this violence
that we have been subjected to lately before someone else gets badly injured
or killed. It seems as though, our respect for each other is lost and our ways
are gone by the wayside. We need to forgive each other and move on and to
live in harmony together before its too late. Violence has a huge social cost
and has a negative impact on our community. Violence must end and it has
to stop with each individual. I'm asking you kindly to end violence, please. As a
community we must come together and determine why we have this violence
in our community. No-one deserves to be afraid living in our community.
Ekosi,

Chief Marcel Moody
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
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NCN and City of Thompson Set to
Celebrate Mystery Lake Urban Reserve

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation Chief Marcel Moody and City of
Thompson Mayor Dennis Fenske announced today that there
will be a celebration of the establishment of the new urban
reserve in Thompson. After almost fifteen years, the process
for conversion was finally completed earlier this summer when
the Minister of Indigenous Affairs and Northern Development
(Canada) set aside the Mystery Lake lands as an urban reserve
within the geographical boundaries of the City of Thompson.
Chief Moody noted that the Nisichawayasi Nehetho have
lived, worked and played for thousands of years on the lands
which form part of the Mystery Lake Hotel and have long
been involved in the economic life of Thompson and the
surrounding community. He went on to say, “the celebration
on September 28
provides an opportunity

for us to acknowledge “This celebration
the significance of this will provide an
hlstgrlc m||eston§ for our opportunity to clearly
Nation and the citizens demonstrate how co-
of Thompson. Our .

dream is to develop state operatlon and mu:tual
of the art facilities that respect can benefit all

Citizens — Indigenous
and non-Indigenous,”
stated Mayor Fenske.

will add to our Nation’s
revenue base, showcase
our culture and the spirit
and endurance of people
living in the north.”

Mayor Fenske reinforced the importance of this
celebration by stating: “This celebration will provide an
opportunity to clearly demonstrate how co-operation and
mutual respect can benefit all Citizens — Indigenous and non-
Indigenous. This is reconciliation in action and we look forward
to collaborating further with NCN as this development
opportunity takes shape.”

NCN resolved many outstanding hydro development
issues in 1996 when NCN Citizens voted in support of signing
the NFA Implementation Agreement. Proceeds were invested
in Nisichawayasihk Trust and were used to purchase the
Mystery Lake Hotel in 1998. NCN has used that agreement
as a springboard for further economic development

initiatives such as NCN’s ownership
interests in the Thompson Family
Foods and the Wuskwatim Project
Limited Partnership and partnership
arrangements between the Atoskiwin
Education and Training Centre of
Excellence (ATEC), VALE and University
College of the North (UCN).

NCN Citizens Invited to
Historic Celebration
On behalf of the Nisichawayasihk
Cree Nation Chief and Council, NCN
Citizens are invited to attend the
Mystery Lake Property Official Urban
Reserve Community Celebration.
The event will be held on
Wednesday, September 28, 2016 at
1:00 p.m. at the Mystery Lake Motor
Hotel, 58 Cree Road in Thompson. The

COSEELIOOOOEOOOIBOOOEEEIIIOOOOSEE L]

Mystery Lake Urban Reserve land in Thomspon.

celebration will include a presentation
ceremony followed by entertainment and a feast.

NCN asks that members join together in marking this
historic occasion and to celebrate this moment.

On May 20, 2016 it was officially announced that the

Addition to Reserve of 4.21acres of land at Mystery Lake
Hotel Complex was complete. This provided NCN the ability
to administer and manage the lands where the hotel is located
in Thompson. The Minister of Indigenous and Northern
Affairs set apart the Mystery
Lake lands as NCN reserve
lands in accordance with
the federal government’s
Additions to Reserve policies.
The land is located within
NCN’s traditional territory.
It currently consists of the
NCN-owned Hotel, Trappers
Tavern, and two vacant lots.

For more information or

to RS.VP. with your response
by September 23, 2016,
please contact Councillor
Willie Moore (204) 679-3417,
williemoore®@ncncree.com or
Councillor Bonnie Linklater at
(204) 679-569, bmlinklater®
ncncree.com.

DT T OO O OO OO OO SO RO TOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOT OO,

NCN'’s New Urban Reserve, Mystery Lake Hotel in Thompson.
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Moose Population Huge Concern

Conservation officers,
government officials,
legislative bodies, Elders and
hunters across the province
and locally in NCN are
sounding the alarm over
moose populations.

In fact, moose experts
from 12 countries gathered
in Brandon last month
for the 50th Annual
Moose Conference and
Workshop (also the 8th
Annual International Moose
Symposium) to assess the
situation and discuss solutions
to slow the problem before it
becomes a tragedy.

The provincial
government has responded
to the crisis by cancelling
moose hunting entirely in
Game Hunting Areas 12,13,
13A, 14, 14A, 18, 18A, 18B, 18C,
19A, 26, 29 and 29A. This
cancellation includes First
Nations and Metis hunters.

Many Factors
Effect Moose

Experts say there are many
factors involved. Disease,
such as bovine tuberculosis
and chronic wasting disease,
are becoming a larger
problem for moose. They are
particularly affected by winter
tick and brain worm, which

all Manitoba deer carry, but

is fatal for moose. Warmer
and shorter winters mean the
deer tick especially has more
time to affect more of the
moose population.

Moose habitat is
constantly under threat as
well, not only losing land base
to development, but also
due to increased roads, more

DT OO OO OO OO OO OTOTOToTe]

Improving moose harvesting management is an option being
explored as a solutions to the declining population.

traffic, and more recreational vehicles able to off-road.
But many Elders, locals and officials say the real problem is
poor harvesting practices and non-traditional

this disclosure is not required of status Indian hunters, Elders
say First Nations should offer up their knowledge too.

NCN Chief and Council Call for
Immediate Action

NCN Chief and Council remind Citizens that everyone
must respond to the declining moose population, and act
accordingly before it is too late.

“It's really important to encourage each other to be good
respectful hunters. If your friends want to go out at night, or
get more than they can use, we have to speak up about that.
Using dishonest practices without respect for these creatures
isn’t fun. We need to get back to our traditions and appreciate
the cultural aspect of hunting,” says Spence.

While status Indian hunters do not require licenses, and are
not restricted to specific seasons, equipment or bag limits, they
still have a moral obligation to harvest moose responsibly and
should use the government’s crackdown as a guideline. For
example, moose hunting in GHAs 63, 93, 10, 11,15, 15a and 21a is
only available to hunters who purchase a special Conservation

Moose License package. This suggests the

hunting methods. “Efficient processing moose population inﬁ these GHAs is under
is important. if vou threat and status Indian hunters should

Better Moose Harvest P -1y consider also not hunting in these areas.

Management Required are new to moose

“Efficient processing is important. If you are hunting, take the First Nations to Respect

new to moose hunting, take the Hunter Hunter Education =~ Harvest for Future

Education Course. Ask an Elder to teach Course. Ask anElder Generations

you how to properly butcher without to teach you how In fact, some say that having no restrictions

waste,” says NCN Councillor Ron S.pence. to properly butcher  ™Means Eirst Nations people are entirely

"And remember that moose meat is for . ” responsible for the health of the moose

without waste.

personal consumption, and for sharing with
First Nations friends and family. Under no
circumstances is it to be sold.”

Spotlighting, in which hunters flood an area with light during
the night to startle moose and flush them out, is a dangerous
technique that has caused rapid decline in moose populations
around the province. It’s also extremely dangerous for fellow
hunters and the public. So is shooting from within a vehicle,
which is illegal and a disastrous practice for a healthy population.

population.

“Hopefully our hunters can make the
right decision so Council doesn’t have to make official rules to
govern everyone. It's up to every one of us to ensure there will
always be a moose population to enjoy,” Spence says.

“The moose hunt was an essential part of survival for
generations past, and it’s an important tradition for us
now. We have to make sure it is available for our future
generations, too.”

Provincial wildlife management
budgets have been slashed over the
years, which means big game data
is not current or reliable. Experts
have called upon conservation
offices to conduct surveys around
the province so that there is a true
understanding of how healthy (or
dire) the moose population is. While

http://cpawsmb.org/campaigns/moose
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Dolly Parton Literacy Program
Delivers Books to NCN Kids

A Country music legend and superstar is making her mark in
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation. A literacy program led by Dolly
Parton the iconic star and one of the world’s most well-known
singers has come to homes in Nelson House.

Natalie Tays, Principal at OK school is excited about the
program. “Our community received its first book from the
Dolly Parton Foundation. New books will provide better
literacy tools for our young children.”

In addition to Nelson House, Parton’s Imagination Library
program expansion was announced in Peguis First Nation. The

This first
book was
delivered

toan NCN

child this
month.

program mails age-appropriate books directly to
kid's homes each month. Children can signed up as
newborns and receive books up to the age of five.

“I'm just delighted that the good people in
Manitoba have launched the program in First
Nations,” Parton said in a prepared statement.
Thanks to sponsors, champions and volunteers
close to 10,000 children in Manitoba will be
able to build a library of books. The hope is to
immerse children and communities in the magic
of reading. Dolly added, “I'm incredibly proud
that the Imagination Library program will be
helping on-reserve children to learn more and
dream more.”

The country music superstar performed in
Winnipeg at the MTS Centre on September 12,
2016.

This donation of books in Manitoba is
supported by Manitoba First Nations Education
Resource Centre (MFNERQ), Frontier School
Division, Winnipeg Foundation, Manitoba
Community Services, Aseneskak Casino, Healthy
Child Manitoba and the RBC Foundation.

[OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO)
“I'm incredibly proud that the
Imagination Library program will be
helping on-reserve children to learn
more and dream more,” stated country

music legend Dolly Parton.

Help Protect Your Home from Rodents this Winter

The cold temperatures are settling in for the winter months, and
if you're not careful, rodents can also settle into your home. Your
house — especially your kitchen — offers everything rats and mice
are looking for: food, water and warmth.

Rodents like mice and rats are disease-transmitters and cause
huge problems structurally. They’ve been known to cause fires by
gnawing through electrical wires.

Rodents are a triple threat to homeowners because they
can contaminate food, destroy property and spread serious
diseases, including Hantavirus and LCMV, a viral disease that can
cause inflammation of the brain (encephalitis). They can spread
these diseases through their urine and feces or directly through
bites. Fleas, lice and ticks can also be brought into your home
by rodents and can carry infection to humans after feeding on

other infected mice or rats.

It's easier than you think for a
rodent to get into your home. A rat
can fit through an opening as small as
a quarter, while a mouse can squeeze
through a hole smaller than a dime.

It's important to get your home ready before pests colonize in
attics, burrows, under concrete and porches, in walls and other hard
to reach places.

The following tips can help prevent rodents from getting into
your home this winter:

M Seal all cracks and install weather strips at the bottom of
exterior doors.

M Trim branches, plants and bushes that hang over the home.

B Remove bales and shrubs near the house.

M Keep the interior of the home clean and free of food sources.

B Store all food, including pet food, and garbage properly in sealed
containers.

Bl Do not leave dishes in the sink or pet food out overnight.

M Fill small holes with steel wool or materials rodents can not
chew through.

M Keep doors closed to prevent rodents from walking right in.

M Clean up clutter.

M Keep garbage and garbage barrels far from the house.

M Consider a pet. Cats and dogs are often great at keeping
mice out.
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Free NCN Gym Membership Program Renewed

McDole’s Gym in Winnipeg
is committed to your health
and wellness! The co-
owners, Chris McDole and
Dave Beakley, are happy to
announce they’ve renewed
their offer of free gym
memberships to all NCN
Citizens.

“It’s a no-brainer for us,”
says Beakley, who's also head
strength coach. “Over the
last eight years, Chris and |

have built a number of great relationships, professionally and
personally, and it’s a priority for us to continue.”

Beakley says every week about 15 to 20 NCN Citizens
are in the gym at 181 Stradbrook Avenue. He says it’s great to
see people of all ages understanding the benefits of regular
exercise, including heart health, a healthy weight, improved
levels of confidence and self-worth, and an overall sense of
well-being. He says it’s especially important for First Nations
people to prioritize their fitness.

“Because of the high incidence of diabetes, regular exercise
and better knowledge of nutrition can help regulate blood
sugars and fight off unnecessary health issues.”

Dave Beakley and Chris McDole have been friends

Be Smart. Be Safe.

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation o?L<->¢* o'V<V-APNb" 6
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McDole’s Gym, in partnership with NCN Chief and Council, is
once again offering free memberships in Winnipeg.

and supporters of NCN for about eight years. From free
memberships, jointly offered in partnership with NCN
Chief and Council at their Winnipeg gym, to providing new
equipment at the NCN fitness facilities, to programs for
women and youth, they are excited to witness the evolution of
health and wellness.
Their latest initiative
was a two-day strongman

Their latest

competition at the Family and Intiative was a
Community Wellness Centre. two-day st.rgngman
“We had a great turnout competition at
and kids aged 8 to 17 the Family and

participated,” says Beakley. Community

“l always love watching the
competitive spirit they’ve got,
and win or lose, the proud
look and sense of achievement they get from just competing.”

McDole’s is an independent gym with a small staff and
regular clientele, which creates a great sense of community.
Whether you're a competitive lifter with an established
workout or a newbie who's never been in a gym, there’s a coach
and a program for you. While many people may feel unsure or
intimidated, Beakley says you'll soon feel right at home.

“We are always teaching and coaching, so anyone who
comes down is never lost. There will always be a friendly face
and helpful hand there for you.”

To enjoy your free membership, Beakley says you should
call before your first visit to ensure someone will be available
for paperwork. Just call 204-453-3935 and bring your treaty
card to register.

Wellness Centre.



NCN Citizens Attend Emotional Event
On September 5, a seven-metre-high totem pole reached
Winnipeg after weeks of travel that started 5000 miles west,

at Lummi Nation in the state of Washington. The totem is a
gift to Treaty One residents in Manitoba, and will be raised at

Turtle Lodge in Sakgeeng First Nation.

The totem pole is the fourth of a series of gifts from the
Coastal Salish people to raise alliance and awareness with other
First Nations. Created by renowned carver Jewell James, the

totem pole travelled through Idaho, Montana, British Columbia,

Alberta, South Dakota and North Dakota on its journey.
The totem’s travels received further attention thanks
to hundreds of people who joined its journey in Manitoba,
including NCN Citizens Elder D’Arcy Linklater and Hilda
Anderson-Pryz, who called the event “significant and
emotional.”

The procession made stops at Oodena Circle at the Forks
and Thunderbird House on Main Street, where discussions

among leaders and community members focused on

environmental issues such as pipeline development, water

sources, and keeping the pressure on the federal and provincial
governments.

DECLARATION

jon of
tection ©
ion on the PO
All Nations (Cooperation
v b Mother Earth Totem™

ceng First N n, Tr 0. 1 Territory tc1m1wtbeenplcs
» Anishinad P
aty N 1 Ter 0(0fh A
ed
irst Natiom
Sagkeeng

cclare the & us one UnY ersal L& {hat binds & ations and; © ntaine therein
e. are th S 0
d T . < all N
! Univers W i d d
us bind
SREAT S PIRIT gave
W the G A
, dec

Earth.
«tain Mother E&
law 10 protect and sustain
is the law

d
» as brothers
/e declare a8
1l to Mother Earth and, W€
1S US al
hat connec!

We, affirm ther

fimes-
. i arth at all
< an umbilical cord d protect Mother E&
e s duty © {ake care and P’
acred du
. « wehaveas
sisters, W

<tate, WHO
. State, W
© ygion, Washingto® .
Nation, nding
Lummi X - ular, at Stal
of the Totemm pole from Mother Earth, 1% particu®
N the joumcy les 1O pmtcc\
acknowledge igenous PeoPI®
We, hereby & ¢ Indig

f the
itnessed the struggles of
Wi
Rock, North Dakota.

ignify
{ghinaabe O $I&
i £ the Anis
At Territory ©
Pole is @ gift to Treaty NO
+ <acred Totem FO
ledge the sac
We, acknow

d other
i selopment an
i ipeline deve
f Mother Earth against pipe!
protection ©
n on the
Al

. life.
tence of
. and the XI5
io ter, aif an
| Nations Cooperd hat threatens our lands, W&
ent tha!
o developm:
resource

s a spirit: a teachin that all It peings O other
i on M
s ing beings
| v
We, re! nt the sacre teaching’ to 1 ing
d pect water as pil
S
th
0

this hite \urcela&snow cing thred! y T ource cveloper such as the \ and oil
mining an
h as the
h b b jevelopers:
source dev
cing th tened es
i
.
4 this life sO
Earth nee

tional
© 1 fuel by conver
e by extracting fossil fu
id pact
Carth at a rapt
Mother E&

ying
nies who ar® destroy
compani=s

S home\am\s,
| _lines actoss O
King and puilding pipelines
fracl
d now by
methods an

ipelines
. {are the PIPE’
d, we dec
gy and
. d green ener
" £ solar an
o and dignified PO 0t danger 10 !
ainable &'
te sustaind
We, prome

s and the
ivers. streams
akes, Tivers:
kets poses e geat
orld marl
| to the world
ort oil 0

existenc ife; a dan: er that can ™ onger be 18 red and W e a concerte cffort (he mMasses
£ y 1
¢ oncerted
d: 4 will require
Cl igno’ d and WV
It to S| ) o
£ life; a d&
jstence O

to protect Mother Earth.

below
te affixed
re , on the da
f the Totem Pole Ceremony
o
i in the Raising
cipate n

he AN d
S connote A%

A ishinaabe peoples, 1

i f the

y O

future
o benefit of our futy

o mmemorate orever Oul Tes
el foreve
0

seneral rom dest! ¢ force! 0 industry-
s and indu
i s of person’
fi the structiV forces Of P!
.
tions fro!
g

o
. the undersign® our direction 1o Witne his histor! aeid‘c\meandat\m’\
i yent ¢
storic fi
ss this
fou ctions 0 W
d me from 2!
who car f di
dersigne
¢, the unf

. tand.
ction of land,
axth from the destruct
d protect Mother Barth fro
i defend an
¢ alliance ©

ulous ! onsible 180! W evelopment:
P urce d
nd irresp nsible res!
U
m unscr’

Nisichawayasi
SEPTEMBER 2016 AChI

“We're
asking them
to work with
First Nations

to protect
the water

supply,”
master carver
James told
the CBC. “I
think we're
all looking

LSOOI OOOSCIBIOOOOEIVOOOEEIOOOOOEIOOOCL
for that

SOOOOOOO
. The seven-metre-high totem pole is the fourth of a series of gifts from the
connection,

that common
goal that all

DOOOOOOL

SO
DO

Coastal Salish people to raise alliance and awareness with other First Nations

of us know, that we have to work together.”

James said the design of the totem was gifted to him
through ceremony and visions. He has said, “the medicine
woman shows a connection to the Great Spirit; the eagle

symbolizes wisdom and vision; the wolf is a scout or guide; and
the bear provides strength.”

when the original nations of
people from all over Turtle
Island are forming alliance,
and we're taking a stand
against further exploration
of the ancestral homelands,”
Nepinak told the CBC. I
believe that what future
energy developments [are]
based upon is the consent
of the people. Consent can’t
be manufactured or built
through political structures
or Indian Act governments; it’s

got to be done by the people,
for the people.”

Elders and leaders were hopeful that First Nations people,
and those who are concerned about the environment, would
see the Totem Pole Journey as a chance to get involved and

collaborate “in the name of our shared responsibilities to
Nimama Akii, Mother Earth.”

The totem pole made several stops on its journey east to
offer strength to Indigenous protests, including Sacred Stone
Camp in North Dakota, where the Standing Rock Sioux
Tribe is standing up to the Dakota Access pipeline. Their

concern over safe water access and ancient burial grounds

is gaining attention and momentum, with more than
100 tribes now sharing

resources and peacefully
protesting.

Here at home,
Assembly of Manitoba
Chiefs Grand Chief
Derek Nepinak
attended the arrival
and told the CBC it
was an honour to
receive the totem
pole from the
Lummi Nation.

“Thisis a
very significant
moment in our

SOOOOOOOOOOOODOODOOOOOOODOOODOOODOODOOODOOOON
modern society

Wally Swain, Kessekoowenis Ojibway Nation; D’Arcy Linklater,
NCN and Elder Dave Courchene, Sagkeeng First Nation.
7
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Totem Pole Journey Reaches Manitoba
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NNCEA Announces New Education
Director and Plans for 2016-17

In the past year, there have
been extensive changes in the
Nisichawaysihk educational
system. Since the fall of 2015,
the educational organization
has a new educational

bylaw, a new name, a new
School Board and now a
new educational leader. It

is anticipated that all these
changes will have a positive,
far-lasting effect.

New Education
Director Starts
School Year

As of September 6th,

2016, the new Director

of Education for the
Nisichawayasi Nehetho
Culture and Education
Authority Inc. (NNCEA) is a
local band member, L. Gail
Gossfeld-McDonald, who
possesses a bachelor and
masters degree in education.
She is no stranger to the
north, Nisichawayasihk, “local

OO OO
The new Director of
Education for the NNCEA is

alocal band member, L. Gail
Gossfeld-McDonald.

|//

control” or the First Nations Control of First Nations Education
(FNCFNE) system at Nisichawayasihk and is well versed in the
First Nation educational circles in the province.

“It's a brand new school year with new direction and we
are optimistic it will be the best ever with even more successful
graduates,” says Gossfeld-McDonald.

Ms. Gossfeld-McDonald has had an array of experiences,
which have prepared her for this time. Since graduating
in 1982 from the University of Manitoba at the Winnipeg
Education Centre, she’s been a teacher/administrator at all
levels in various school divisions, a School Board Trustee, a Band
Councillor and served on several other community Boards.
She’s learned to balance
family, home and work. The

new “down to earth” iskwe “It'sa brand new
(woman) Director is the school year with
seventh educational leader new direction and
for the education Authority we are optimistic
nNEN. N it will be the best
Gail has been affiliated .
with the NNCEA education ever with even
system since 1982 and the more successful
various educational issues graduatesl” says
surrounding the Cree Gossfeld-McDonald.

Nation. Gail also recognizes

the immediate challenges

facing NCN schools. “There have been many obstacles we must
overcome and immediate concerns that must be addressed.”

Funding for Schools is a
Top Priority
Lack of funding for all needed programs
and space required for the ever-increasing
number of attending students is critical.
The design of the school has funding
and functionality concerns and must be
fixed. We must seek funding from INAC
and other sources to provide a new
high school while making the existing
school safe and operational for students
and staff. We must also ensure NNCEA
policies and procedures are up to date.
The existing facility, which is 30 years
old, has aged quickly. Major repairs are
needed to ensure workplace health and
safety standards. The school had to be
closed on September 7th, 2016 due to a

replacement of the fire alarm panel. Funding, installation times
and testing of the unit has delayed the opening of the school
until Monday, September 26, 2016.

Another challenge facing the Board includes bridging the
gap between funding supports for NCN students and those
for other schools in Manitoba. Inadequate funding restricts
what can be done in First Nations Schools. As it is, federal First
Nation schools get approximately $5,400 per student while
Manitoba provincial school rates, per student, are much higher.
Nominal roll is taken on a yearly basis and the tally is taken on
September 30th. Students not registered or attending school
regularly by this date risk the educational funding dollars being
lost for the entire year.

Important Message for Students to
Attend Classes
Gail wishes to inform parents and guardians, “it is important
for our members to know, if your child is not registered and
in school on Sept. 30th, and attending regularly, educational
funding dollars for your child are lost. When school is open, it
is vital to send your child(ren). Student attendance is too low.
Parents need to get their children to school on time daily.”
Nisichawayasi Nehetho

)J X Culture and Education Authority
NISICHAWAYASIHK CREE NATION
L 7 41 7 41—

SOSEEEIIIIOOOOOOEIEIOOOOOOOEOEIIOOOOOOEOOEIIOOOSEEEEE L]

When school is open, it is vital to send your child(ren). It is crucial for students to
attend school daily and be on time. The prevention/reduction of school closures in
our system has to happen.

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation o?L<->¢* o'V<V-APNb" 10



Events

Nisichawayasi

SEPTEMBER 2016 AC |

a/Ld->P* o'VLV-APNb"

INd

OLOLLOLOOLLOLIL LKL OO0

NCN to Host High School Zones
and Provincial Cross Country Meet

Nisichawayasihk Neyo Ohtinwak Collegiate is preparing for some of
Manitoba’s most disciplined and elite high school athletes. The high
school will host the zone cross country

meet on October 3, 2016 at which about

200 runners will compete, including 20 “We're the Only
grade 9 to 12 NNOC athletes. school hosting a
Three different running events will provincia|s in the
take place: junior varsity JV) girls runa North for the
3,.000 metre route, JV boys and senior . next six years. Our
girls run a 4,000 metre race and the senior d d staff
boys compete in the 5000 metres. studentsan . sta ”
“Students will leave Moore’s Bay and are very excited.

head toward Industries. From there, they
will head toward the lagoon to a turn around point,” says NNOC vice-
principal David MacDonald. “Runners will return on the same route but
on the way back they run through the path from Moore’s Bay to ATEC
and finish at the school.”

All athletes who complete the event are eligible to run in the
provincial high school cross country meet, which NNOC will host
on October 12. Between 1,000 and 1,600 high school students are
expected to compete.

“Last year there were 40 school buses and another 40 tour buses

DT O OO OO OO OO OTOTOTOTe]

Nisichawayasihk Neyo Ohtinwak Collegiate will host the zone cross
country meet on October 3, 2016, and the provincial high school
cross country championships on October 12, 2016.

“The support thus far
has been overwhelming.
Community members are
getting involved as they
become aware of the
opportunity here,” he says. “|
truly believe that this is a once
ina very long time type of

at the meet,” says MacDonald, who is also chairman
of this year’s meet. “Nelson House has never hosted
this event, and as far as | know we’ve never hosted a

event. We want to make our
community shine and | know

the rest of the province to get a glimpse of true Nelson

I//

we wil
All types of volunteer shifts
are up for grabs. Greeters,
canteen workers, marshalls,
scorers, first aid attendants and
security workers are just some
of the jobs that Citizens can
sign up for.
If you'd like to help host
House hospitality. We are excited to show off the Nation.”  Manitoba’s finest athletes,
For the event to run smoothly, the high school look for sign-up sheets
is hoping for 250 volunteers, and encourages local around town. You can also
businesses to donate their employees’ time to pitchin  call 204-679-3711 or email

provincial competition in any school sport. We're the
only school hosting a provincials in the North for the
next six years. Our students and staff are very excited.”
The vice-principal says he hopes the entire
community will get involved in the provincial meet.
In fact, the success of the event depends upon
everyone’s participation.
“Nelson House is a fantastic place and it is time for

Portraits of Our NCN Elders
Edna Moose

South Indian Lake

Edna was born in the community of Nelson House
in 1915. The youngest of 6 sisters, she was well liked
because of her ability to defuse a situation with

a touch of humour. In Nelson House she learned
survival skills such as how to trap animals, prepare
hides and sew clothing. This ability would serve her
well when raising her own family.

While still in her teens, Edna married a non-
Aboriginal fellow named, Mourdo, and they moved
north approximately 100 kilometres, to the newly
developing community of South Indian Lake. During
this period, native women marrying non-Aboriginal
men lost their treaty status and could not remain on the reserve. It was prevalent then
for these couples to move from Nelson House to South Indian Lake. As such the two
communities have retained a common thread over the years as some relatives moved
and others remained behind.

Edna’s family grew steadily as three children were born. They were taught that
hard work was needed to succeed in life but also that a sense of humour can ease life’s
burdens. After her husband died at an early age, she lived with her sister, Anna Mcleod,
for several years.

q.
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NCN Land Code
Workshops Gather Positive Input

On August 11-12, 2016
(Winnipeg) and August 17-
18,2016 (NCN), the NCN
Land Code Development
Committee gathered with
NCN Citizens in Winnipeg
and Nelson House to discuss
development of NCN’s Land
Code, create general Lands
governance awareness and
identify environmental issues
(ex. contaminated sites on
reserve) left by Canada prior
to ratifying the land code
and Individual agreement.
The workshops was an
update on the progress of
the Land Code that will

replace the land management

provisions of the Indian Act.
The Committee encouraged
members to raise their
concerns and answered
questions from NCN Citizens
that attended the meetings.
The goals of the workshop
were to create:

OO

Land Code Development Committee.

M Environmental
awareness for
participants from
Nisichawayasihk
Cree Nation

M General Awareness of
Land Management and
Nisichawayasihk Cree
Nation participation in
FNLM FA/Land Code

B Awareness of
environmental aspects
of FNLM FA/Land
Code

M A better understanding

D’Arcy Linklater speaks at workshop.

date —

various locations throughout the Resource
Area, including the newest addition to our
reserve, the Mystery Lake Hotel Property

in Thompson. “We intend on selecting

more land, and creating new reserve lands
around Thompson to take advantage of the
Thompson market opportunities such as
cottaging or campgrounds,” said Yetman. The
Lands Department will conduct community
engagement in the near future to review existing
land selections and get feedback on areas the
members think we should select as TLE lands.

OOSELIOOOSOEIBOOOSEIBOOOSEEIIOOOSEY)

Ensuring Land Under Land
Code has Environmental Site

of what Environmental

issues are of concern to the community.

As aresult of work to date and the workshops, Committee
Chair Bill Yetman said he was pleased, “We are making great
progress. The Land Code Development Committee has had
ten meetings to date. It has developed a draft Land Code,
as well as Terms of Reference for the committee and a
communications strategy.” Committee meetings are held the
last Thursday of every month.

The Development Committee is composed of 7 members.
They are: Chair Bill Yetman, Councillor(s) Ron Spence and
Willie Moore, DArcy Linklater Sr, Roslyn Moore, Cheyenne

Spence, and Colleen Hunter.

Highlights of

the Workshop
Meetings

During the meetings, TLE
Coordinator Terry Linklater
discussed the outstanding
Treaty Land Entitlement (TLE)
claim. He indicated that TLE is
aland claim that allows NCN
to select land (new reserve
land) anywhere in our Treaty
or Traditional Territory for
different purposes such as
economic development,
cultural significance or

special management. NCN

currently has 18 reserves in

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation or/Ld->¢* 0'V<LV-A"PNb" 12

Assessments (ESA)

A major purpose of the meetings was to explain the
Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) process, which is an
essential component of the First Nation Land Management
Framework Agreement and Land Code process, particularly
under the Individual Agreement. This included a presentation
by senior environment officer Tebesi Mosala from Indigenous

COOOOSOOOOOOOOOOOEEOOOOOILIIIIIBIVBIOOOOSOOS

Environmental Site Assessment is an essential component of
the Land Code process.

and Northern Affairs Canada (INAC) who explained the ESA
process and indicated that ESAs are important to identify
land that may be contaminated. Members were encouraged
to identify issues or areas of environmental contamination
(APECs) at the workshops, and a mapping exercise was used



CSSOOOSEOOOSEIOOOOOOOSEIOSSEOOOSEIOOSEIOOC)
Chief Moody, Councillor Moose and Moore with Land

Advisory Board Chair — Chief Robert Louie (Westbank First
Nation, BC) and Land Advisory Board Director Paul Chief

to create a list of issues that were identified by people who
attended the workshops.

ESA's are an important step, under the Individual
Agreement, to determine what INAC is liable for prior to taking
over the Governance of our Lands. After issues have been
identified under an ESA Phase 1, INAC has an obligation to
conduct further investigations on contaminated Land to the
point of remediation (clean up) where ever required. NCN also
has the option of excluding a specific portion of the reserve
land from its Land Code until the concern is sufficiently solved
by Canada.

There are a number of phases under an ESA. Phase One
includes a review of historical records, interviews, site visits
and a report with recommendations for areas that may
be contaminated, including recommendation for further
investigation such as ESA Phase 2 and 3. ESA Phase two and
three include further investigations such as sampling, and
determining if remediation work is required.

Ed Vystrcil from the NCN Lands Department provided
several examples of NCN lands that may need to be assessed
including the Forest Industries yard, the Medicine Lodge, the
lagoon, and the garbage dump to name a few obvious sites.

An independent consultant will be chosen by NCN to conduct
the ESA Phase 1and we expect them to be in the community
before snow fall to do site visits.

Committee and Citizens Voice their
Concerns and Questions

During discussions, committee members, including DArcy
Linklater and Bill Yetman, voiced concern about waterways and
shorelines around lands impacted by water fluctuations and
continual erosion. Elder Rodney Spence suggested regulations
must be stricter when dealing with third-party businesses to
ensure land and water won’t be contaminated.

Many were in agreement that NCN is in a better position
to manage our own Lands now than in the past, having learned
as we move forward. The Land Code will ensure stricter land
and environmental laws will be in place to properly steward
NCN lands for future generations, where the Indian Act is silent
on this. For example: NCN can establish an environmental

SEPTEMBER 2076 AC

protection or assessment law to guide a proposed
development taking place on reserve lands.

Working Toward a Land Code
Ratification Vote

Land Code development is generally a two-year process

and includes the drafting of a land code by a development
committee; negotiating an individual transfer agreement with
Canada; and successfully passing a community ratification vote
on these two documents. The NCN Land Code Development
Committee expects this vote to occur in May 2017. After the
Land Code is ratified, NCN will have up to 140,000 acres of
land to manage, including IR 170 (main reserve), and will have to
develop our land and environmental laws to govern our reserve

Leaf Rapids

Nisichawayasi
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lands. The Land Code
Development Committee
will explore the use of
electronic voting (E-Vote)

as a tool to encourage

more members to vote —
traditional polling stations
and mail outs will continue to
be a method of voting.

Once NCN has ratified its
Land Code, 34 sections of the
Indian Act will no longer apply to
our reserve land and Indigenous
and Northern Affairs Canada
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(INAQ) will no longer have admin and control over NCN land.
We will manage and administer our reserve land independently
under our own Land Code and subsequent Land/Environmental
Laws. Advantages of a Land Code include the ability to manage
and govern lands to our own best interests, the ability to speed up
economic development on NCN lands, and to create leasehold
interest on reserve, all without the complications of the Indian Act.

We encourage members to provide your emails
addresses to the Lands Coordinator Jeremiah Spence at
jeremiahspence®hotmail.com so we can provide ongoing
information and also for the purpose of the E-vote tool for
those that wish to cast your vote using this method.

Building on Past Success and Knowledge
Leah Bitternose from the Land Advisory Board Resource
Center (LABRC) shared some success stories from other First
Nations who have ratified their own Land Codes. She outlined
there are several success stories from other First Nations that
have created their own Land Codes. They are most satisfied
by economic benefits that include an increase in not only the
quantity of jobs, but also the quality. They have also seen better
lease terms and better relationships with non-First Nation
organizations, including financial institutions.

The Whitecap Dakota First Nation in Saskatchewan has
seen a decrease in unemployment and the creation of 700
jobs. T'Sou-Ke First Nation in British Columbia is enjoying
energy and economic self-sufficiency. In the same province,
Westbank First Nation has seen its Gross Domestic Product
explode from $100 to $500 million.

Making Sure NCN Citizens are Well Informed
Chief and Council, the Land Code committee members and Lands
staff want to ensure all Citizens are well informed throughout the
land code development process and assure Citizens that NCN is
well equipped to effectively manage its own Land under a Land
Code. “We are optimistic our community will reap many rewards
once the process is complete,” said Chief Moody.

We encourage Citizens to provide your email to the Land
Code Coordinator for ongoing information about the land
code. We also ask citizens to contact the Lands office to share
any environmental contaminated sites you may remember
or be aware of. For further information about the NCN Land
Code, please contact:

Jeremiah Spence

Email: jeremiahspence@hotmail.com

NCN Lands and Resources Office

Box 393, Nelson House, Manitoba ROB 1A0
Phone: (204) 939-3805

OR

Land Code Development Committee
Email: nenlandcode@gmail.com

NCN Lands and Resources Office

Box 393, Nelson House, Manitoba ROB 1A0
Phone: (204) 484-2970 Fax: (204) 484-2588

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation or/Ld->¢* 0'V<LV-A"PNb"

National Day of Remembrance for

Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girls, October 4, 2016

On October 4, 2016 gatherings in many communities are
taking place across Canada to honour our Sisters who voices
have been silenced. In Nisichiwayasihk Cree Nation (NCN)

we have been impacted by this National tragedy — along with
the surrounding areas — several women have gone missing or
have lost their lives to violence. On this day we ask that you
stand to honour the many women who have lost their lives

to violence and those whom remain missing. Ending violence
against Indigenous women and girls and transgender women is

14

a priority for the Women of
Heart and NCN. Advocates
encourage all communities
and Indigenous Citizens to
tell their stories and seek
support, and make the
pledge to end violence.

In respect, Hilda Anderson-Pyrz,
Founder, Women of Heart
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Congratulations

NNOC 2016
Graduates

On behalf of all or NCN
Citizens, School Staff and
Chief and Council, we are

proud of your success!

15
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10 Quick Steps to Winterize Your Home

To prepare your property for snow, cold, and bitter weather, start now and begin these home safety chores:

M Check your plumbing
— Make sure that your
plumbing isn't vulnerable
to the cycles of freezing
and thawing that can
cause pipes to burst. Shut
off the supply of water
to outdoor tapsand
sprinklers and drain
them. Also cover the
outdoor components

Footprint Lake
Water Levels

Footprint Lake
60-Day Water Level Forecast

Revised Forecast
September 1— October 31,2016

On September 1,

2016 the level of
Footprint Lake is
forecasted to be

7986 feet. The

level of the lake

is expected to fall

10 inches to an

elevation of 797.8 feet

by the end of September.

During the month of October the level of the lake is
expected to fall Tinch to an elevation of 797.7 feet by the third
week of the month and remain fairly constant near elevation
7977 feet until the end of October.

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
General Delivery

Nelson House, Manitoba ROB 1A0
Phone: (204) 484-2332

Fax: (204) 484-2392
www.ncncree.com
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Do you have a suggestion or
an Achimowina story idea?
We would like your comments,
feedback or news stories. Please
contact achimowina@gmail.com

of your air conditioner. Insulate any pipes that
may be close to exterior or outdoor walls and
may be prone to freezing.

M Seal leaks and save on heating — Check
your roof for loose or missing shingles and
gaps around your chimney, flues, and other
openings and do the same for your home’s
exterior. Be especially watchful of the areas
around windows, doors, and your foundation
for cracks. Once you identify areas where
water might intrude or ice could form, address
these problems. Caulk cracks or install weather
stripping where appropriate.

M Check out your chimney - If you plan to use
your fireplace or wood stove this winter, make
sure your chimney is clean and no critters have made themselves at home there.
Inspect your chimney and clean out soot and other hazardous debris.

B Watch for mould — Mould can trigger asthma attacks, and cause problems for
people with compromised immune systems. Mould needs water in order to
grow so find where there are damp areas. When showering, use your bathroom
fan, if vented to the outside.

M Check and change furnace filter — Replace or clean furnace filters monthly
during the heating season. Dirty filters restrict airflow and increase energy
demand.

M Turn down water heater temperatures — Lowering the temperature to 120
degrees Fahrenheit (or lower) from 140 would reduce your water heating.

M Set the thermostat — Setting a programmable thermostat to keep a steady
heat in the winter and cooler sleeping temperature can be very helpful. Turning
down the heat slightly if no one is home in the day can save on heating.

B Put some plastic on windows
— Consider stopping those drafts
by installing window insulation kits
around windows.

B Smoke detectors — Be sure to
check the batteries and make sure
all smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors are working properly. It
is also a good time to check fire
extinguishers or get one if you
don't have already.

M Check your heating and furnace — Make sure the heating, furnace, vents and
ducts are all working and ensure clean airflow.

NCN on Facebook!

Stay current with NCN's latest news, events
and updates on your computer, smartphone or
device from our official NCN Facebook page.
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