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NCN Finally 
Completes 
Mystery Lake 
Additions to 
Reserve Land in 
Thompson
It is a reason for rejoicing , after nearly a decade of planning , 
negotiating and waiting came to fruition early this month. 
Chief Marcel Moody announced on May 20, 2016 that the 
Addition to Reserve of 4.21 acres of land at Mystery Lake 
Hotel Complex is finally complete. This now 
provides NCN the ability to administer and 
manage the lands where the hotel is located 
in Thompson.

The Minister of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development, set apart – for the use and 
benefit of the NCN – the Mystery Lake Parcel 
of land. The Addition to Reserve will allow 
for creation of an urban reserve. The land is 
located off the existing reserve lands, but is 
within NCN’s traditional territory and Treaty 
area. It currently consists of the NCN-owned 
Hotel, Trappers Tavern, and two vacant lots.

NCN continues to work with the city 
of Thompson through a Municipal Services 
Agreement to support the conversion of this 
land into an urban reserve.

NCN Chief Marcel Moody said, “We are very pleased to 
receive confirmation from INAC that the conversion of the 

Mystery Lake Lands to reserve status on behalf of our Nation 
is completed. Although the process has taken over a decade – 
much longer than expected – the Additions to Reserve Land 
means we can make plans for the property and confidently 
find ways to improve economic development opportunities 

for our First Nation.”
In the future, 

NCN may consider 
seeking approval and 
zoning to operate 
other business or 
facilities on the 
land. These plans 
will be considered 
by NCN over time, 
based on business plans that will recognize 
the changing business environment in 
Thompson.

Moody also added, “This is a big step 
on the path towards a better future for 
our First Nation. We hope to generate 

resources to address community needs and provide services 
that mutually benefit NCN and the City of Thompson. The 
Mystery Lake Motor hotel will conduct business as usual. 

We will keep our existing 
operations and valued 
partnerships. Community 
involvement meetings and 
a referendum vote will be 

conducted 
with our 
Citizens and 
we will discuss 
the most 
beneficial way 
to proceed 
and grow the 
businesses on 
the land.”

This is key step in the 
process to designate the 
land for further business 
development. A referendum 
vote among NCN Citizens will 
decide the designation for 
the reserve land. 
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FROM THE CHIEF
Join us at the NCN General 
Assembly June 8th, 2016
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Chief Marcel Moody announced on May 20, 2016 that the Addition to  Reserve of 4.21 acres 
of land at Mystery Lake Hotel Complex is finally complete. 

This is a big step on 
the path towards 

a better future for 
our First Nation. We 

hope to generate 
resources to address 

community needs 
and provide services 

that mutually 
benefit NCN and the 

City of Thompson. 

A referendum 
vote among NCN 

Citizens will decide 
the designation for 

the reserve land. 

Continued on Page 2
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At-a-Glance – Steps taken on the Path and Mystery Lake Motor Hotel Land Designation

May 2016 
NCN and 
INAC 
officially 
announce 
Mystery 
Lake 
Addition 
to Reserve 
Land

Options for the land could potentially include convenience and commercial 
services like a post office, professional/financial offices and support, a public 
plaza, a public market, store, daycare or social and health services facility. 

Continued from Page 1

In the future, NCN may also wish to consider seeking approval to operate an 
entertainment centre, convention centre or similar type facility.

March 1998
NCN Purchased 
the Mystery Lake 
Business and 
Property – The 
purchase was made 
following consent from 
NCN membership, 
as part of NCN’s 
economic development 
initiative. 

March 2011 
Clean Environment 
Assessment – INAC 
did an environmental 
assessment of the Lands 
in July, 2000, updated in 
March, 2011. It indicated 
that there were no 
environmental concerns 
and the land is safe  
for use.

November 15, 
2004 
NCN Request 
for Reserve 
Land addition 
sent to INAC 
– An Addition to 
Reserve (ATR) is a 
parcel of land which 
is added to the 
existing land base 
of a First Nation. 
This process sets 
apart the particular 
parcel of land for 
the use and benefit 
of the First Nation. 

January 22, 2014
The Province of 
Manitoba issued an 
Order in Council, 
stating that the 
administration and 
control of rights, title 
and interest, which 
Manitoba has to 
the lands, would be 
transferred to Her 
Majesty the Queen 
in Right of Canada 
(HMQ).

September 
2005
Municipal 
Services 
Agreement – This 
Agreement describes 
the on-going 
relationship between 
NCN and the City 
of Thompson. The 
Initial Agreement was 
signed in 2005 and 
was replaced by an 
updated Agreement 
in January, 2010. 

April 22, 2016 
HMQ issued a 
Privy Council 
Order indicating 
that, once HMQ 
becomes the 
registered owner of 
the lands, they will be 
set apart as a reserve.

1998 2016
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Next Steps Toward Mystery Lake Motor Hotel Land 
Designation for Business Development

Land/Infrastructure 
Permit

Permits for the utilities and for the 
City of Thompson will be issued 
immediately upon the land being 
registered in the name of HMQ 
Canada. The Permits will allow for 
the continued provision of services 
by the utility companies and the  
City of Thompson. As well, the 
Mystery Lake Hotel will continue 
to operate on the lands under an 
Occupancy Permit.

Lease Agreement
Following designation of 

the Lands, NCN will enter into 
a lease with HMQ Canada to 
occupy the land and, in turn, 
NCN will enter into a sub-
lease with the Mystery Lake 
Hotel (which will replace the 
Occupancy Permit). These 
leases will set out the long-term 
relationship of the parties.

NCN Public 
Approval Process 

and Referendum Vote
Land designation will occur after 
an NCN approval process. The 
approval will be done by way of a 
referendum, where a majority of 
NCN electors will be required to 
vote in favour of the designation. 
A “yes” vote will further support 
our ability to continue with our 
plans for economic development 
on this property.

NCN to 
develop 

Business Plan for 
Property Use 
if/when the land is 
designated for economic 
development use.

 OKIMAHKAN OTY’AMIWIN

From the Chief
Tansi. Please join Council and myself at the upcoming General Assembly on June 8th 2016 at the Gilbert McDonald 
Arena to hear about the ways we are continually working to build a brighter future for our First Nation. Chief Marcel Moody

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
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Community News

A ban on open fires, burn-barrels, fire pits or outdoor  
activities that could produce sparks or open flame is  
in place until further notice.!

Extremely High Low Moderate

Current fire Danger RatingBurning Ban in Effect – 
Extreme Fire Danger
NCN Chief and Council advise all NCN Citizens that due to extremely 
dry conditions in and around Nelson House, an extreme fire danger 
warning has been issued. 

Please be on the lookout for any fires near your homes and advise 
the fire department or RCMP immediately if you see fires or anyone 
attempting to light a fire.

Some deliberately set grass fires have already occurred this spring 
that have threatened homes and lives. Parents are asked to caution 
their children about this danger and monitor their activities. Ensure that 
matches and lighters are kept out of reach.

RCMP warn that anyone involved in setting fires could be charged 
and convicted of a number of serious offenses under the criminal code 
including conspiracy to commit murder if injury or loss of life occurs. Jail 
time and a criminal record could result. Parents will be held responsible 
for the actions of their children.

Open fire ban for NCN 
and the surrounding 
area is in effect 
immediately.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation Citizens

JUNE 8, 2016 
1:00 P.M.

For more information please contact Theresa or 
Joyce at the NCN Government Office 204-484-2332.

Chief and Council invite and encourage you to 
attend the upcoming NCN General Assembly to 
discuss the future direction of our Nation. Topics 
will include budget plans, housing development, 
infrastructure, the new store; urban reserve lands, 
personal care home funds, suicide intervention and 
economic development opportunities.

A supper will be provided. Those in 
attendance will be eligible to win prizes.

Gilbert McDonald Arena,  
Nelson House, MB

TEAM MANITOBA
2017 NAIG TRYOUTS
Pick your sport and save the date for the tryouts!
Information regarding age categories and registration 
deadlines will be posted soon, once confirmed. 

The first confirmed dates are as follows:

3D Archery – One Tryout (In coordination with 
ABAM) – July 17, 2016 at Erickson
Badminton  
NORTH: June 11, 2016 at RD Parker  
 Collegiate, Thompson
SOUTH:  June 18, 2016 at George Waters  
 Middle School, Winnipeg
Basketball 
NORTH:  June 4-5, 2016 at RD Parker  
 Collegiate, Thompson
SOUTH: June 11-12. 2016 at North Centennial  
 Gym, Winnipeg
Canoe/Kayak 
NORTH:  July 23-24, 2016 at Cross Lake 
SOUTH:  August 13-14 at Peguis
Soccer 
NORTH:  July 16-17 at Oscar Lathlin  
 Collegiate at Opaskwayak
SOUTH: August 20 at Central Community  
 Centre Field, Winnipeg
Softball 
NORTH:  July 16-17 at Cross Lake Diamonds
SOUTH:  July 23 (24th rain-day) at John Blumberg  
 Softball Complex, Winnipeg
Swimming – Identification only
Volleyball
NORTH:  June 4-5 at Thompson Rec Community  
 Centre Gym, Thompson
SOUTH:  June 11-12 at Gordon Bell High  
 School, Winnipeg
Wrestling, Rifle, Box Lacrosse, Athletics Baseball 
and Golf – To be announced
More at: ww.masrc.com/news_details.php?news_id=669
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reached almost $2,200 only six days into its campaign.
“I just thought it would be a great way to help out,” 

says Roehl, who 
lives in Thompson. 
“Her parents were 
happy, and it felt 
good to see the 
amount of people 
who really care and 
the support they’ve 
shown.”

A bake sale was 
held at University College of the North, where Prince 
is a student, and at the Anglican Church. All money 
raised is to support her recovery. If you would like to 
help the Prince family, you can make your donation at 
www.gofundme.com/229cv9jx. 

collided into the extended concrete wall of the public service 
building on Kiche Maskanow. 

Local resident Ernie Flett told the CBC that he and his two 
teenaged sons heard the accident and made their way to the 
vehicle. He said, “When that car hit, it just folded like a can.” To 
their surprise, they were able to rescue a young woman from 
the scene. 

Flett added, “My sons wanted to get back in there but 
I didn’t let them 
because the car 
started blowing 
up, then all of a 
sudden it was totally 
engulfed in flames.”

Local RCMP 
pronounced Kyla 
Fontaine-Young , 
Sean McGinnis and 
Mike Vaillancourt 
dead at the accident 
scene. 

The only 
survivor, Megan 
Prince, was rushed 
to Health Sciences 
Centre in Winnipeg. 
Megan has 
undergone 4 to 5 
hours of surgery to 
repair her spine.

“It’s been a 
long week of tests, 
scans and worries,” 
says Donny Roehl, 
Prince’s brother-in-
law. “It’ll be a long 
recovery but she’s 
strong and has an 
excellent support 
base to help her.”

Roehl has set up 
a GoFundMe page 
to help with family 
costs during Prince’s 
recovery. Its goal 
is $7,500 and had 

Fatal Car Accident  
Claims Lives
A young woman with serious injuries 
is recovering in hospital and three 
people are dead after a fiery car crash 
on Opaskwayak Cree Nation. 

At about 6:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
April 30, the four people in a Cobalt 

Man and Sons Rescue Megan Prince 
from Burning Vehicle in OCN 

Family and Friends like Dylan are supporting Megan 
during her recovery.

The only survivor, 
Megan Prince, was 
rushed to Health 

Sciences Centre in 
Winnipeg.

FIRST NATION OPEN WEIGHT CLASS

EVENTS:
• Farmers Walk
• Medley
• Truck Pull
• Log Press
• Yoke

MENS WEIGHT CLASSES 
Light (175 lbs. and under)
Middle (176-197 lbs.)
Light Heavy (198-230 lbs.)
Heavy (231-268 lbs.)
Super Heavy (269 lbs. +)

WOMENS WEIGHT CLASS-
ES 
Light (132 lbs. and under)
Middle (132-153 lbs.)
Heavy (154-175 lbs.)
Super Heavy (176 lbs. +)

MENS PRIZES:
1st  $500
2nd  $300
3rd  $200
4th  $100

WOMENS PRIZES:
1st  $300
2nd  $200
3rd  $100

To enter or for more information please contact:  
Curtis Lobster 204-679-0536, Chris McDole 204-230-7337,  
Dave Beakley 204-230-5046 or McDole’s Gym 204-453-3935 Details subject to change.

Proudly supported by:

JUNE 9-11, 2016 
(REGISTRATION STARTS 5:00 P.M. THURSDAY, JUNE 9TH) 
GORDON BEARD ARENA, THOMPSON

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation Parks & Recreation and McDole’s Gym Present

ENTRY FEE: $100  
(MUST BE 5 ENTRANTS PER WEIGHT CLASS) 

ALSO JOIN US FOR THE ARM WRESTLE 
COMPETITION: June 9th (6-12 P.M.) at 
Trapper’s Tavern, Thompson
Prizes for 1st ($300), 2nd ($200)  
and 3rd ($100).

• Circus Dumbbell
• Keg Loading
• Shield Carry
• Car Deadlift

LUCOVIC

DELIVERY
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suicide safer community. 
The biggest myth about 

suicide is also the biggest 
reason that many people at 
risk of suicide don’t get help: 
people are uncomfortable 
talking openly about suicide. 
We need to bust that myth. 
Suicide grows in silence and 
darkness. Our community 
needs to talk openly about 
suicide so that people with 
suicidal thoughts know there are caring people they can turn 
to for help. Talking about suicide sheds light on it and makes it 
possible for those thinking about suicide to reach out for help 
and helps caring community members know the steps to do in 

order to help. 
SafeTALK teaches us how to talk about 

suicide. It teaches us that because anyone 
can be at risk of suicide, helping to overcome 
suicide is everyone’s responsibility. Everyone 
can do something to help, and SafeTALK 
teaches us the basic steps. Community 
members trained in SafeTALK will be better 
able to identify people who might be 
thinking of suicide and will be able to help 
them get to someone who is trained to help 
a person at risk keep safe from suicide. 

Our six new SafeTALK trainers will be offering SafeTALK 
to the NCN community very soon. We want to train as many 

With the coming of spring , the season of new life, it was only 
fitting that NCN took an important step toward becoming a 
suicide safer community. 

On April 13 to 15, 2016 at the NCN Family and Community 
Wellness Centre, six members of our community, Carl Young, 
Charlene Kobliski, Mary Parisien, Maxine McKay, Barbara 
Daniels and Jacqueline Walker, all of whom work at the 
Wellness Centre, became trainers for the program called 
SafeTALK. They learned how to present this program from 
Wallis Balog, who came from Ontario to provide three days of 
instruction with practice and coaching. 

All of the participants worked hard to learn how to present 
SafeTALK in the safest and most effective manner. On the 
first day Wallis presented SafeTALK to a group of community 
members that included the new trainers in training. On the 
third day, two of the new trainer graduates, Carl Young and 
Charlene Kobliski, presented SafeTALK for 
the first time to a small group of community 
members that included a group of eager 
and bright students and the principal from 
the local high school. The training got very 
positive feedback from all who participated.

SafeTALK is a three hour training session 
that is meant for anyone over the age of 
15. It teaches community members how to 
identify when a person might be thinking 
of suicide, how to have a brief and open 
conversation about suicide, and how to 
help the person with suicide thoughts get to the right kind of 
help. This training is a very important step toward becoming a 

people as possible. Everyone 
is encouraged to sign up 
to take this free course. 
Learning the basic TALK steps 
for helping will help you to 
become willing , ready and 
able to help a person at risk of 
suicide keep safe from suicide. 
The more people who take 
this course, the safer from 
suicide our community will 
be. Let’s work together to 
help make NCN a suicide 
safer community!

Contact the NCN Family 
and Community Wellness 
Centre for more information 
and to get involved.

MAY 2016

Building a Suicide Safer Community 
with SafeTALK Program

Our community 
needs to talk openly 
about suicide so that 
people with suicide 

thoughts know 
there are caring 

people they can turn 
to for help. 

All of the participants worked hard to learn how to present 
SafeTALK in the safest and most effective manner. 

moose meat. The elders enjoyed the memories of hunting 
and preparing wild food. Events like this 
allow Elders quality time to share, build 
friendships and lasting memories in an 
interactive, social and safe surrounding.

The Activities Department at the 
Personal Care Home works with elders 
to ensure they participate in fun and 
games. This helps get Elders moving 
and exercising while maintaining healthy 
lifestyles.

A large part of care for Elders has to do with keeping  
mind, body and spirit active. The staff and 
management at the NCN Personal Care 
Home provide just that, and more for 
those needing assistance in their “golden 
years.”

Among the great activities, the Care 
Home offers Bingo every Wednesday, 
exercises, crafts and traditional gatherings. 

Earlier this year the Personal Care 
Home Elders took part in cutting up 

The Family and 
Community Wellness Centre, 
Elder’s Program also jointly 
offers weekly activities for all 
the Elders in the Community. 
This allows the Activity 
Worker from the Care 
Home an opportunity to 
take out Elders to participate 
in traditional, cultural and 
community events.

Events like this allow 
Elders quality time to 

share, build friendships 
and lasting memories in 
an interactive, social and 

safe surrounding.

PCH Keeping NCN Elders Active
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becoming overwhelmed or burnt out. CSOs will have a better 
understanding of Citizens needs, way-of-life and beliefs and 
are expected to be well received by First Nations communities, 
which often feel the RCMP does not receive adequate cross-
cultural training.

“I think all police departments in Canada should take this 
course and we will continue to explore if this will be a fit for 
NCN,” said Chief Moody. 

from the six-month course, CSOs will be ready to work in 
Northern Manitoba with specialized training and a thorough 
understanding of First Nations culture and customs. They 
will serve as a crucial supplement to the RCMP, who are often 
bound by protocol and are unable to enforce bylaws that do 
not fall within their jurisdiction. 

A spokesperson for the Atlantic Police Academy was careful 
to point out that the new CSO program is not only about 
enforcement, but also about community support. 

Chief Moody is hopeful the extensive training , which 
includes spiritual and cultural education, will slow down the 
turnover of constables that many communities face. 

In theory, CSOs who 
have learned about 
bootlegging, domestic 
abuse and crime 
reduction, and also have an 
understanding of cultural 
traditions, will be able to 
fulfill their duties without 

NCN Chief Marcel Moody 
and council are hopeful that 
a new training program will 
bring increased safety and 
security to Nisichawayasihk 
Cree Nation. The program is 
being reviewed to determine 
if it will work in Nelson 
House.

A new Community 
Service Officer (CSO) 
Program will be offered at 
Holland College’s Atlantic 
Police Academy. The 
curriculum has already been 
developed and the first class 
of about 25 participants 
is expected to begin this 
September. 

Upon graduation 

New Training Program to Increase 
Community Safety 

Chief and Council and NCN representatives are reviewing the 
feasability of a Community Service Officer Program and met 
in PEI to discuss potential plans.

The new CSO 
program is not only 
about enforcement, 

but also about 
community support. 

assistance, the school would not be able to offer programming 
such as small engine repair. We believe the end result will be 
better student retention rates and more students with an eye 
to a better and brighter future.”

instituting the Small Engine Repair Course for students will 
give them the opportunity to explore interest and even jobs in 
mechanics. This will lead students to enroll in the High School 
Apprenticeship Program and ultimately prepare them for a 
future in trades. 

The potential of building a pool of apprentices and skilled 
workers that can contribute to the future of NCN is invaluable. It is 
believed that by expanding NNOC’s course offerings in the trades, 
more students will stay in school and complete high school. 

David MacDonald, Vice Principal of NNOC said, “Vale’s 
investment in programs like this is much needed and greatly 
appreciated by the school and community. It is estimated 
NCN on-reserve youth get nearly a 50% funding rate when 
compared to Manitoban off-reserve students. 

MacDonald added, “Ryan Land of Vale has been 
instrumental in bringing this project to fruition. Without 

NNOC will begin offering a 
small engine repair course 
in September 2016. Vale 
has made this possible with 
their generous sponsorship, 
agreeing to contribute $30,000 
for the purchase of equipment, 
training and an ongoing 
support for the program. 

The vision for the 
program is to have 20 
students enroll in the first 
September class. The results 
of a student poll showed 
interest from 40 students. 
Organizers believe that 

Small Engine Course to be Offered at 
NNOC This September

Vale sponsors $30,000 to NNOC equipment and Training 
Program. (left to right) Chief Marcel Moody; Ryan Land, Vale; 
Natalie Tays, NNOC Principal and Wayne Thorne, Director  
of Education.
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the 2015-2016 spelling bee champion. The two young ladies 
did a spectacular job and were tied after 13 rounds. 

Organizers said, “It was the first 
time in our spelling bee history where 
we had to resort to a dictionary to find 
additional words to break a tie.” 

After a record breaking 
performance by both finalists, Ryannan 
edged out Denna to win the 2015-
2016 spelling bee. Denna received a 
tablet for placing second and Ryannan 

received a laptop for placing first. She was also awarded a 
trophy and her name will be placed on the spelling bee plaque.

Organizers would like to thank the many sponsors for this 
year’s spelling bee, including: NNCEA; NCLP; Meetah Building 
Supplies; Bus Contractor, Jerry Primrose; the NCN Government 

Office and the NCN 
Family and Wellness 

Centre. A heartfelt 
thanks also went out 
to the judges Mr. 

Turnbull, Mr. Campbell 
and Charity Spence along 
with word pronouncer 
Mr. Budiuk and all the 
volunteers who set up  
the gym.

This year’s spelling bee marks the 10th year running at O.K. 
school. The brilliant young minds at this year’s spelling bee were 
awesome, reaching a new record of 23 
rounds to determine a champion. The 
students involved in this year’s spelling 
bee were from grades five to eight.

The students representing their 
class this year were Meredith Francois 
5A, Kaidence Choquette 5B, Jody 
Spence 6A, Kayda Ryan-Hill 6B, Felix 
Francois 7A, Denna Linklater 7B, 
Ryannan Tait 8A, Kia McLeod-Linklater 7B. All these students did 
a great job and showed a keen skill in spelling.

In the final spelling competition Kayda Ryan-Hill placed 
third and won a tablet. The two finalists, Ryannan Tait and 
Denna Linklater advanced to the final spell-off to determine 

MAY 2016

Organizers said, “It was the first 
time in our spelling bee history 

where we had to resort to a 
dictionary to find additional 

words to break a tie.” 

Records Set at O.K. School 10th 
Annual Spelling Bee Competition

1st Place
Ryannan 

Tait

2nd Place
Denna 

Linklater

3rd Place
Kayda  
Ryan

nurse called the care home immediately and asked the nurse 
who was working at the time to talk to Sally 
and see if the information she got matched 
her information. The nurse talked with Sally 
and found out that Sally did have her son 
taken away at birth and she named him 
Gordon. The young man whose name is no 
longer Gordon, stated that this was his birth 
name. All the information seemed to match 
up, so they proceeded to get in touch with 
Sally’s approval and found out that this is 

NCN Resident Sally Kitchikeesik gave her son up for adoption 
when he was just a baby, a tough decision 
for mothers to make. She lived her life not 
knowing what family he ended up with and 
how he grew up. For years, this seemed to 
leave a void in her heart, but recently Sally 
received a glimmer of hope. A young man 
posted on social media, looking for his 
biological mother. He posted details that 
sounded familiar to one of the nurses who 
works here at the Personal Care Home. The 

Sally’s biological son. Sally and 
her son have spoken on the 
phone several times since and 
will be having a reunion in the 
near future.

Thank you Kimberly 
Chevillard for your detective 
work and reuniting a long-lost 
son with his biological mother.

We look forward to 
hearing about the reunion.

For years, this 
seemed to leave a 
void in her heart, 
but recently Sally 

received a glimmer 
of hope.

Nisichawayasihk Personal Care Home Helps 
Reunite Adopted Son with Mother Years Later

YOUTH  
CENTER

Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation

UPDATE: Youth made a 
community drum last month 
with Blackwolf Hart

Upcoming Events:
• Please signup to volunteer with 

the HR for the Youth Initiative
• Hand drum teachings with Wolf 

Tootosis every Wed & Thurs 7-9
• Sign up at the Youth Center 

if you want to join the Youth 
fundraising group

• Activities Center is open 
between 4-7 p.m. every Wed. & 
Thurs. with Hope Linklater

• If you want to be a part of 
the planning for the Youth 
Conference. Tentative date for 
conference is June 20-22, 2016

Call Cheyene Spence  

or Damon Yetman at  

204-484-2923 to sign up 

for programs, arrange a 

ride or just drop in at the 

Youth Centre anytime for 

a registration form. 

MAKING THE COMMUNITY DRUM

HOURS: 1:00 – 9:00 p.m.
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arising from the verification and analysis of the data contained in 
the 49 interviews. This work will be carried forward to Phase 3.

Through community engagement and participation the 
RMB is optimistic that the vision, goals and objectives of the 
Land Use Plan will become clearer moving forward to develop 
the final land use plan.

partnerships, communication efforts and community 
engagement activities. In addition, resource staff received 
technical training on computer-aided mapping called 
Geographic Information System (GIS) and have begun 
populating a centralized database containing land-use and 
occupancy information from various datasets. Through 

information gathering , 
a series of community 
workshops, and personal 
interviews, community input 
was captured to articulate 
a preliminary vision for 
the future of the land and 
the people’s role in the 
management of the land 
and resources.

Moving forward, the 
baseline data/information 
achieved to date will inform 
development of the Land 

Use Plan including opportunities for capacity building for NCN 
to assume greater responsibilities for management decisions 
affecting land and resources, as well as guide opportunities for 
resource based economic development. 

The main concern underscored by community members 
was how the resource area has shrunk over the years and 
continues to shrink from outside influences. 

This finding is substantiated through interviews with trapline 
holders, staff and community members. The challenge moving 
forward will be balancing the community interest with provincial 
and industry interests; but, at this point, it is understandably 
NCN’s desire to include community land use and occupancy 
as an integral part of the Land Use Plan. This will lead towards 
identifying community zones, or areas of interest, and act as 
consultation, management and planning tools. 

To alleviate further complications to an already complex 
planning area, RMB reps formally requested an Interim Land 
Withdrawal (ILW) from the Province of Manitoba for industry 
dispositions/permits – or to put permits on hold until the 
LUP is completed. This request resulted in a Memorandum 
of Understanding with Manitoba in January 2016 to support 
both developmental planning commitments and longer-term 
implementation of the final land use plan through Article 6. 

One key pillar established from phase 2 was the 
technological infrastructure and staff capacity to plan for 
the future of Ketaskinow (Our Land) and the inclusion of 
Ethinesiwin (Traditional/Indigenous Knowledge). Phase 2 also 
enabled NCN Resource staff to gain research skills to depict 
the communities land use and occupancy accurately. One key 
lesson learned from the planning process was the magnitude of 
broader data management, including the particular challenges 

Under the terms of the 
March 1996 Comprehensive 
Implementation Agreement 
(CIA) both NCN and 
Manitoba have agreed to 
undertake the development 
of a Land Use Plan (LUP) for 
the Nelson House Resource 
Management Area (RMA) in 
accordance with Article 6.

Phase 2 of the land 
use planning process was 
intended to implement the 
work plan developed in phase 
1 and to use 49 one-on-one 
interviews with trapline 
holders to create mapping 
biographies. The information 
gathered from the members 
was restricted to land use 
and occupancy and included 
the extent and intensity 
of harvesting activities. 
Additionally, specific priorities 
for the use, protection 
and management of areas 
within NCN’s territory 
have also been identified 
by the community and are 
preliminarily presented in the 
Phase 2 report. Phase 2 sets 
out the following overall goal:

To implement the work plan 
created from phase 1 and continue 
gathering community input from 
community members including 
mapping land use and occupancy, 
data compilation, analysis and 
management into a community 
owned and operated GIS and 
data management system – with 
the assistance of independent 
advisors chosen by NCN.
The community-driven 

process has successfully 
created momentum in 
generating land use planning 
awareness among staff, 
community members, 
leadership and other 
stakeholders through 

Resource Management Board – Land Use 
Plan Update (Phase 2)

The main concern 
underscored 

by community 
members was how 
the resource area 

has shrunk over the 
years and continues 

to shrink from 
outside influences. 

Legend
Land Use, Water Use and 
Occupancy Grid 03 30 2015
 0 – 16
 17 – 49
 50 – 101
 102 – 187
 188 – 465
 Hydrography
 Traditional Territory Use Area
 Registered Traplines
 Roads
 Transmission Lines
 NCN TLE and NFA Lands

Voice  
 of Our  
 Youth 

There’s 
Not  
A Day 
That 
Goes By
by Josephine Moore

Preliminary core “Occupancy” map from 
interviews with resource users

There’s not a day that goes by
without thinking about you.

There’s not a day that goes by
without crying for you.

There’s not a day that goes by 
without repeating our last 

words to each other.
There’s not a day that goes by

Wishing I could go back in
time to change one thing in

life and there’s not one single 
day that goes by hoping it’s 

all a dream.
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Arts and Events
Snapshots of NCN Winter Festival Fun

NCN Parks and Rec Hosts Excellent Hoops Tourney
Recognition and praise  
are still coming in for the 
tournament organized and 
funded by NCN Parks and 
Recreation in April at Garden 
City Collegiate. The boys had 
3 high-school-level teams and 
the girls had 4 teams. 

The successful tourney 
focused on community 
participation and aboriginal 
youth participation. Lou 
Moodie and Curtis Lobster 
organized the event. National 
coach and 5-year Garden 
City JV boys 4A coach (two-

time winner) Iggy Grinevsky 
hosted the Winnipeg event. 
Iggy said, “We wanted to 
host a top-rated tournament 
for northern Manitoba 
communities.”

Tournament MVP’s were 
given hoodies and all the players 

received T-shirts and banners.
Cross Lake boys won the 

finals, while on the girls side 
OCN won gold.

Congratulations went 
out to both NCN teams for 
their competitive and exciting 
matches. Spectators were 

loud supporting their teams, 
including Chief Moody and 
Councillor Bonnie Linklater.

The goal next year is 
to have 8 teams and Lou 
Moodie has begun promotion 
and advertisement of the 
upcoming event.
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The winners included: Conner Linklater (Bronze) – What 
sanitizes hands better?; Raylene Moore and Shania Spence 
(Silver) – Slime; Braydon McDonald and James Bunn (Silver) – 
Elephant Toothpaste.

The gold medal winners were Carter Spence and 
Brendan Linklater for their project called Best batteries  
for Conductors.

Otetiskiwin School Science Fair organizers are very 
proud of all Science Fair participants for their hard work 
and achievements. The school staff would like to thank the 
Science Fair Committee who purchased materials, found 
judges, tallied scores and did all the behind the scenes work. 
The event would not have been such a success without their 
help. A huge shout out also goes to Ms. Cecilia Harris,  
Ms. Amy Briggs, Mr. Sean Davidson and Mrs. Natalie Tays. 

This year’s science fair 
was the biggest the school 
has seen in many years 
with 84 projects. Students 
worked tirelessly on their 
projects to display new ideas 
and exciting innovations. 
Students from grades six to 
eight submitted projects. 
The top two winning 
student projects have the 
opportunity to represent 
the school at the provincial 
science fair in Thompson. 

O.K. School 2016 Science Fair Champions

Otetiskiwin School Science Fair organizers are very proud of 
all Science Fair winners and participants for their hard work 
and achievements. 

Land Code:  
Frequently Asked Question

Q.  
Does the Land Code need community approval?

A. YES. In order for the First Nation to assume control over its lands, 
the Land Code and the Individual Agreement must be ratified 

by the members of the First Nation. The procedure for the community 
ratification process is developed by the Community in accordance with 
the Framework Agreement. This process will be set out in a Community 
Ratification Process document that will contain the details of the entire 
process. The ratification procedure involves a thorough process to locate 
all eligible voting members and thus providing them with the opportunity 
to vote in-person or by mail. 

Q.  
Are off-reserve members involved?

A. YES. All members of the First Nation who are at least 18 years of age, 
whether living off reserve or on-reserve, have the right to vote on the 

Land Code and the Individual Agreement. 

Q.  
Is there a verification process?

A. YES. An independent person selected jointly by the First Nation 
and Canada, called a Verifier, will monitor and confirm that the 

community ratification process and the First Nation’s Land Code are 
consistent with the Framework Agreement. Once that is confirmed, the 
process of monitoring the ratification is conducted by the Verifier in 
accordance with the Community Ratification Process. 

Taxation

Q.  
Will First Nation land be subject to taxation?

A. NO. The current exemption of reserve lands and property 
situated on-reserve, will continue under the relevant provisions 

of the Indian Act, s.19 & s.89(1) & (2). The Land Code does not authorize 
laws relating to the taxation of real or personal property. Such laws may 

the Land Use Planning law and set out conflict of interest rules for 
land management, 

n the community process to develop rules and procedures applicable 
to land on the breakdown of a marriage, 

n a dispute resolution process, 
n procedures by which the First Nation can grant interests in land or 

acquire lands for community purposes, and
n the delegation of land management responsibilities, and the 

procedure for amending the Land Code.

Q. Is the Indian Act still relevant to a First Nation that has 
adopted a Land Code?

A. YES. Approximately two-thirds of the provisions of the Indian Act, 
which do not deal with land matters, continue to apply to a First 

Nation that has a Land Code. For example, the sections dealing with 
elections and governance continue to apply to the First Nation. 

Q. Are First Nation members involved in  
developing a Land Code?

A. YES. The contents of the Land Code are developed by the 
membership of the First Nation. Typically, a Land Code 

Development Committee is formed to be responsible for developing 
the draft Land Code for the First Nation. The Land Code Development 
Committee is usually comprised of members knowledgeable about lands 
and resources. 

The Land Code Development Committee holds community 
meetings with the members to develop policy upon which the Land 
Code is based. Once the draft Land Code begins to take shape, drafts are 
circulated in the community for comment. Door-to-door meetings with 
members may also be arranged to allow the Land Code Development 
Committee and members an opportunity for more in-depth discussion 
of the draft Land Code.

As a fundamental principle, the development of a Land Code is an 
exercise in community self-government at a “grass-roots” level. 

Taking 
Responsibility  
for Land 
Management

Q. What is a  
Land Code?

A. A Land Code will be the 
basic land law of the First 

Nation and will replace the land 
management provisions of the 
Indian Act.

The Land Code will be drafted 
by the First Nation and will make 
provisions for the following 
matters: 
n identifying the reserve lands 

to be managed by the First 
Nation (called “First Nation 
land”), 

n the general rules and 
procedures for the use and 
occupation of these lands by 
First Nation members and 
others, 

n financial accountability for 
revenues from the lands 
(except oil and gas revenues, 
which continue under federal 
law), 

n the making and publishing of 
First Nation land laws, such as 
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Q.  
Who is liable for damages related to First Nation land?

A. Canada will remain liable for and will indemnify a First Nation for 
losses suffered as a result of any act or omission by Canada, or its 

agents, that occurred before the First Nation’s Land Code comes into 
effect. 

A First Nation becomes liable for the acts and omissions of the first 
Nation or any person or entity authorized by the First Nation to act in 
relation to First Nation land that occur after the First Nation’s Land Code 
comes into effect.

Law Making

Q.  
Can a First Nation make laws?

A. YES. A First Nation council, managing its lands under a Land Code, 
will have the power to make laws in respect of the development, 

conservation, protection, management, use and possession of First 
Nation land. This includes laws on zoning, environment, services and 
dispute resolution.

The First Nation Council can continue to make by-laws under 
sections 81 and 85.1 of the Indian Act. For the most part, these by-laws 
relate to matters other than land.

Accountability

Q.  
Is a First Nation Council accountable to the members?

A. YES. Besides being politically accountable, a First Nation Council 
under the Land Code is legally responsible for managing the lands 

and resources for the benefit of the members of a First Nation.

Q.  
How will accountability to the members be ensured?

A. A Land Code will make provision for a First Nation to report 
annually to its members on its land management activities. 

The Land Code will also set out rules on financial accountability for its 
management of lands, resources and revenues. The First Nation Council 
is politically and legally accountable for the laws that it enacts. 

Land Codes may provide that certain laws or policies must be 
ratified by the community before they take effect. Examples of what 
might require community approval before taking effect could include:
n a Land Use Plan,
n a grant of interest in First Nation land for a term exceeding 25 years,
n any grant or disposition of any natural resources for a term exceeding 

5 years, or
n a charge or mortgage of a leasehold interest.

Land Development

Q.  
Will First Nations be able to develop their land?

A. YES. First Nations will be able to create land development policies 
and laws to promote economic development. The First Nation 

may also become directly involved in economic development activities 
to create revenue and job opportunities for its members. 

Q.  
Can First Nation land be mortgaged?

A. NO. Title to First Nation land remains with the federal Crown and 
cannot be mortgaged. Title for First Nation land cannot be lost 

through legal process. 

Q.  
Can interests in First Nation land be mortgaged?

A. YES. Leasehold interests are capable of being mortgaged. In its 
Land Code, a First Nation may allow leasehold interests on First 

Nation land to be subject to mortgages and seizure by third parties.
A First Nation may also allow any Certificates of Possession held by 

members to be mortgaged to the First Nation itself or to other members.

be made separately pursuant to section 83 of the Indian Act. 

Q. Can a First Nation tax land under the  
Framework Agreement?

A. NO. The Land Code does not authorize laws relating to the 
taxation of real or personal property. Such laws must continue to 

be made separately pursuant to section 83 of the Indian Act.

Funding

Q. Is funding available to a First Nation to operate  
under a Land Code?

A. YES. Canada provides operational funding to First Nations 
to manage its First Nation land,

n to make, administer and enforce its laws under a Land Code, and
n to administer an environmental assessment and management 

processes on First Nation land.
The amount of funding will be agreed upon between the First Nation 
and Canada. The amount will be set out in the Individual Agreement with 
Canada and is subject to the approval of the members of the First Nation 
as part of the Community Ratification Process. 

Aboriginal and Treaty Rights

Q.  
Does the Framework Agreement affect Treaty rights?

A. NO. The Framework Agreement is not a treaty and does not affect 
any treaty rights.

Q. Does the Framework Agreement affect other 
Aboriginal rights?

A. NO. The Framework Agreement is not intended to define or 
prejudice inherent rights, or any other rights, of First Nations to 

control their lands or resources or to preclude other negotiations in 
respect of those rights. 

Protection of First Nation Land

Q. Will First Nation lands be protected under the 
Framework Agreement?

A. YES. The land base of a First Nation is protected for future 
generations.

n Once a reserve becomes First Nation land under a Land Code, it 
cannot be sold or surrendered for sale.

n First Nation land is immune from expropriation for any provincial 
purpose and no provincial government or agency can have First 
Nation land expropriated by Canada.

n The power of Canada to expropriate First Nation land is restricted to 
cases where it is “justified and necessary for a federal public purpose 
that serves the national interest.” If such a case did occur, the First 
Nation must receive an equivalent amount of land as compensation, 
in addition to financial compensation for other damages.

n A First Nation may decide that it is advantageous to exchange some 
of its First Nation land for other lands. Provision can be made in its 
Land Code for a procedure to negotiate and approve such exchanges. 
However, any exchange of land cannot occur without the consent of 
the First Nation community. 

Federal Responsibility

Q. Is there any continuing federal responsibility for  
First Nations lands?

A. Canada will continue to hold title to First Nation land, although 
Canada will no longer have management authority over the land. 

The Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development 
Canada (AANDC) will no longer be involved in the management of the 
First Nation’s reserve lands. 

In the event of the default on 
a leasehold mortgage, the First 
Nation has first right to redeem 
the mortgage.

Q. Will personal 
property be subject 

to seizure under legal 
process?

A. NO. The current 
exemption of personal 

property situated on-reserve 
will continue under the relevant 
provisions of the Indian Act, s.89(1).

Q. Can First Nation land 
be sold?

A. NO. Surrender for sale 
is prohibited in order to 

protect the land base of the First 
Nation for future generations.

Q. Can First Nation land  
be exchanged?

A. YES. A First Nation 
may decide that it is 

advantageous to exchange some 
of its First Nation land for other 
lands. Provision can be made in 
its Land Code for a procedure 
to negotiate and approve such 
exchanges. An exchange of land 
cannot occur without the consent 
of the First Nation members.

Environment

Q. How will the 
environment be 

protected?

A. A First Nation will have 
the power to make 

environmental laws. These laws 
will deal with environmental 
assessment and protection.

Q. What happens 
to existing 

environmental problems 
under the Indian Act?

A. Canada may be liable 
for any environmental 

damages to First Nation Land 
before the Land Code comes into 
effect. This will depend on the 
facts or circumstances of each 
case. Canada’s liability for such 
“legacy” contamination does not 
end when a First Nation adopts a 
Land Code.

Before bringing a reserve 
under its Land Code, a First 
Nation is entitled to full disclosure 
on any environmental problem 
from Canada. The First Nation 
may decide to exclude the land 
from its Land Code until the 
problem is fixed by Canada.

MAY 2016
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Nisichawayasihk Cree Nation
General Delivery
Nelson House, Manitoba R0B 1A0
Phone: (204) 484-2332  
Fax: (204) 484-2392
www.ncncree.com

ᓂᓯᒐᐘᔭᓯᕽ ᓀᐦᐁᖪᐍᐱᐢᑭᑎᕐᑲᐢ Do you have a suggestion or 
an Achimowina story idea?  
We would like your comments, 
feedback or news stories. Please 
contact achimowina@gmail.com

NCN on Facebook!
Stay current with NCN’s latest news, events 
and updates on your computer, smartphone or 
device from our official NCN Facebook page.

FULL TIME MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL

If you are looking for a change in your career, 
we can offer you the chance to work in a true 
community environment. This is an exciting 
opportunity to apply your expertise while 
building relationships with residents and staff in 
our twenty four bed long-term care facility. You 
will find that you will be encouraged to have 
great input into decisions and policies affecting 
residential care, and varied leadership and 
educational opportunities to enhance your skills.

We are seeking applicants for full time  
maintenance personnel. 

Qualifications:
n  Trades designation as recognized by the 

Province of Manitoba (preferred)
n  Certification in Facilities Tech 
n  Ability to read blueprints and schematic 

drawings and diagrams
n  Ability to use Computerized Maintenance 

Management Systems 
n  Operate equipment and tools common 

to the trades such as welding equipment, 
power tools, etc. 

n  Valid Class 5 Manitoba Driver’s license.
n  Ability to exercise and make high quality 

maintenance related decisions.
n  Ability to work independently or 

cooperatively with others
n  Ability to organize and complete multiple 

and diverse work assignments, even in 
stressful situations

n  Demonstrates physical ability to do hard 
work, work at heights, in high temperature 

areas and in enclosed spaces
n  Must possess a dependable, consistent and 

reliable work record including attendance at 
work

n  Excellent interpersonal skills
n  Adaptable, flexible and demonstrates 

initiative in problem solving
n  Strong Customer Service Ethic, tactful and 

demonstrates a courteous manner
n  Must provide a criminal record check

POSITION DESCRIPTION

Position Title: Full Time Maintenance 
Personnel 

Reports To: Chief Executive Officer/Director 
of Nursing

Issue Date: May 17, 2016

Closing Date: May 30, 2016

Start Date: To be announced 

Salary: Negotiable 

Please send your resume, cover letter  
and Criminal Records Check to:

Bernadette Weber  
E-mail: nhpchome@mymts.net  
Fax: 204-484-2011 
Mail: Box 460, Nelson House, MB R0B 1A0

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL — CATERING

Request for Proposals to provide 
Catering Services for the June 8, 2016 
(Wednesday) NCN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Prior to our selection of a supplier, we will 
require a written proposal to allow us a more 
in-depth look at the services / products 
offered, and the associated costs. This way we 
can review the products / services to ensure 
that it meets all of our requirements.

The proposal should include:  
(approx. for 300 people)

n  Price (to include groceries, catering services, 
transportation, expenses for helpers)

n  Menu for refreshments, hot meal for Dinner. 
Drinks should also be included (coffee, water, 
juice).

In the event that your bid is selected, you may 
be invited to participate in subsequent bids, or 
may be asked to submit a Best and Final Offer.

Late submissions may not be considered for review. 
Please submit the proposal to provide Catering 
Services for the NCN General Assembly by 10:00am 
Tuesday, May 31, 2016 to: 

Kim Linklater, Human Resources 
NCN Government Office, Nelson House 
Cell: (204) 307-2107 or (204) 484-2332 ext. 2245 
Email: kimlinklater@ncncree.com

Employment Opportunities Event Notice

On May 1, 2016 the level of Footprint 
Lake is forecasted to be 792.8 feet. The 
level of the lake is expected to fall 2 
inches to an elevation 792.7 feet by the 
first week of the month, rise 3 inches 
to an elevation 792.9 feet by the fourth 
week of the month, and then fall 1 inch 
to an elevation 792.8 feet by the end of 
May.

During the month of June the level of the lake is expected to rise 2 feet 7 
inches to an elevation 795.4 feet by the end of the month.

Lake Water Levels 
Footprint Lake 60-Day Water Level Forecast
Forecast May 1 – June 30, 2016

PIPE CEREMONY: 10:00 AM

GRAND ENTRY: 1:00 PM and 6:00 PM

FEAST: 5:00 PM

GIVEAWAY: 9:00 PM

For more information please contact: 
Ininiwi Kiskinwamakewin Centre 

1-204-677-6364 or kalaubmann@ucn.ca

“ALL ARE WELCOME”

— ABSOLUTELY NO ALCOHOL OR DRUGS —

2nd Annual Leslie W. Turner 
Memorial Traditional Pow-Wow

“Honouring Past, Present and Future Graduates”
SATURDAY, JUNE 4th, 2016 

C.A. NESBITT ARENA, THOMPSON, MB

HOSTED BY: 
THE ININIWI KISKINWAMAKEWIN CENTRE 

DANCER HONORARIA AND INVITED DRUMS

Leslie Turner Memorial  
Traditional Powwow 
June 4th, 2016


